
 

Highgate Primary History Curriculum 2024 
 

 

 

Year 3  

Key strands: 
Enquire and explain 

Primary sources of Information 

Chronology 

Thinking Analytically 

Vocabulary/concepts 

 
Palaeontology to Archaeology 

Autumn 1 

 

The Treasures of Ancient Egypt 

Spring 1 

 

Polar Exploration  

Spring 2 

 

 
Enquire and explain 

• Investigate the main features of pre-history to the stone age 

and iron age. 

• Summarise the life and work of Many Anning 

 

Chronology 

• Understand the changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age. 

• Name and order the following periods of prehistory: 

Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• Images of fossils and skeltons 

• Stone/iron age artefacts (images) 

• maps 

 

Think analytically 

• Understand that the past can be considered in terms of 

different named time periods and eras.  Contrast prehistoric 

periods with periods of modern history (eg. Length of Jurassic 

Period vs. Victorian period) 

• Investigate the scale of time between these periods (in millions 

of years, versus relatively recent human history. 

• Give reasons for particular events and changes in prehistoric 

times, eg. Extinction events  

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Archaeology, Palaeolithic, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Palaeontology,  

  

Visits 

• Celtic Harmony Camp, the UK’s largest reconstructed 

Prehistory settlement with a woodland setting and Iron Age 

roundhouses.  

• Natural History Museum 

 

 
Understand the achievements of the earliest civilisations; an 

overview of where and when the first civilisations appeared and a 

depth study of Ancient Egypt. 

 

Enquire and explain 

• Retell Howard Carter’s 1922 discovery of the Valley of The 

Kings and Tutankhamun’s tomb 

• Understand the significance of Hieroglyphs  

• Understand how The Rosetta Stone changed modern 

understanding of Ancient Egypt 

• Understand significance and features of Upper, Middle and 

Lower Kingdom 

• Understand the importance of the River Nile and its impact on 

ancient Egyptian Civilisation. 

• Understand the significance and function of The Pyramids 

• Understand Egyptian culture, customs and beliefs including 

significant gods 

• Understand Egyptian belief in the afterlife, including 

mummification rituals 

• Be familiar with the story of Isis and Osiris 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• The Rosetta Stone 

• A range of Egyptian artefacts 

 

Chronology 

• Place Egyptian civilisation on a time line in relation to pre-

history, Stone Age, Iron Age, early modern British History 

(Great Fire of London and Victorian era) 

• Understand where and when the first civilisations appeared in 

Egypt, and progression between Upper, Middle and Lower 

Kingdoms 

 

 

 

 

Enquire and explain 

• The Race to the South Pole- 

• Research the adventures and achievements of Amundsen, Scott 

and Shackleton. 

• Study the chronology and key features of: 

• Captain Scott and Roald Amundsen’s expeditions and ‘The Race 

to the South Pole’  

• Ernest Shackleton’s 1909-11 expedition to the South Pole 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• Writings of Shackleton, Scott and Amundsen 

• Photographs by Frank Hurley 

 

 

Chronology 

• Place this period on a timeline in relation to The Great Fire of 

London,   

 

Think analytically 

• Use a range of sources to research Shackleton, Scott and 

Amundsen, including photographs by Frank Hurley. 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Pole, Navigation, Expedition, Exploration/Explorer, Antarctic,  

 

Visits 

• Royal Maritime Museum, Greenwich 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Think Analytically 

• Understand how The Rosetta Stone changed modern 

understanding of Ancient Egypt 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Archaeology, Excavate, Pharaoh, Pyramid, Sarcophagus, Canopic 

Jar, Afterlife, Slave, Mummification, Ritual, Gods, Nile, embalming, 

Mythology/Myth, , Civilisation, Culture, Customs, Beliefs, Burial, 

Tomb, Chamber, Mausoleum, preserving,  

 

Visits 

• Egyptian Rooms within The British Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


