
 

 

Highgate Primary History Curriculum 2024 

 

Key strands: 
Enquire and explain 

Primary sources of Information 

Chronology 

Thinking Analytically 

Vocabulary/concepts 

 

Year 2 

 
Great Fire of London 

Autumn 2 

Making Things Move 

Spring 1 

Beside the Seaside 

Summer 2 

 
Enquire and explain 

• Recognise and retell the progression of events of the Great 

Fire of London. 

• Know that the Great Fire occurred as a result of a 

combination of factors (dry weather, combustible buildings, 

narrow streets) 

• Investigate the lives of Samuel Pepys and Thomas Farrinor 

• Understand that the Fire occurred in the Stuart Period of 

British history because the Stuart family occupied the throne 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• The Diary of Samuel Pepys and other eyewitness accounts 

• 17C Maps of London before and after the Great Fire 

• Woodcuts/illustrations of Old and New St. Paul’s Cathedral 

• The Monument and St. Paul’s themselves 

• Museum of London artefacts 

 

Chronology 

• Trace the events of the Great Fire as they unfolded over 

three days. 

• Consider how London has changed as a consequence of 

The Great Fire of London 

• Know that the Great fire occurred in 1666, and calculate 

(roughly) how long ago that was, comparing that to an 

average human lifetime and a Y2 child’s age 

 

Think analytically 

• Evaluate interpretations from history with regard to the 

causes of the fire. 

• Know the difference between a primary and secondary 

source 

• Evaluate the quality of sources and when each might be 

useful 

 
Enquire and explain 

• Find out about transport used in the locality in the past.  

• Be able to find out about aspects of the past from a range of 

sources of information. 

• Understand 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• Photos and illustrations of modes of transport 

• Artefacts/vehicles in the Transport museum 

 

Chronology 

• Identify differences between transport today in their own 

lives and modes of transport used by people who have lived 

in the past. 

• Discuss how population movements and needs have led to 

(or been reflected in) developments in transport modes. 

 

Think analytically 

• Be able to order modes of transport through history into a 

sequence. 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Transport, Horse-Bus, Omnibus, Tram, Railway, Underground, 

Tube, Track, Public, Carriage, Canal, Efficient, route, passenger, 

freight, pollution 

 

Visits 

• Local Transport (various modes to and around King’s Cross) 

• Thames Clipper and Emirates Cable Car 

• London Transport Museum 

 

 

Enquire and explain 

• Identify different ways in which seaside holidays have been 

represented in the past, using a range of sources (stories, eye-

witness accounts, pictures and photographs, artefacts, historic 

buildings and visits to museums, galleries and sites) 

 

Primary sources of Information 

• Postcards, posters and advertisements for the seaside over a 

range of time 

• Engravings, paintings and depictions of leisure time at the 

seaside 

  

 

Chronology 

• Identify differences between seaside holidays today in their 

own lives and those taken by people who have lived in the 

past. 

• Name periods in British history: Tudor, Georgian, 

Victorian, 20th Century, 21st Century. 

• Know that the 1900s was the 20th Century; the 1800s was 

the 19th Century and discuss why. 

 
Think analytically 

• Consider the original purpose of a range of artefacts and 

sources. 

• Consider the impact of social classes (rich and poor) on 

destinations, activities, transport used. 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Destination, working class, Pier, Entertainment, Leisure, 

Postcard, Amusements, advertisement 

 

 



• Compare and contrast conditions of the Plague to the 

current pandemic 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary 

Primary source, secondary source, Fire squirt, combustible, 

cathedral, brigade, timber, thatch, bakery, ruins, diary, 

monument, architect, plague, disease, king 

 

Visits 

• Museum of London 

• London walk: Monument, St Pauls,  

 

Visits 

• Westcliffe-on-Sea beach and promenade 

 

 


