
 
 

 

Highgate Primary School 

Geography Curriculum 2024 
 
 

 

Year 3 

 Place knowledge 

Location Knowledge 

Human Geography 

Physical Geography 

Mapping and Fieldwork 

Geographical vocabulary 

 
Autumn 1 

Palaeontology to 

Archaeology 

Autumn 2 

Chocolate 

 

Spring 1 

Treasures of Ancient 

Egypt 

Spring 2 

Race to the South Pole 

Summer 1 

From Source to Sea 

 

Summer 2 

Meadowsong 

Palaeontology 

Where have fossils been 

found? 

• Use maps, atlases and 

digital mapping to locate 

and plot significant 

prehistoric fossil finds, 

identifying continent and 

region 

 

How has the physical 

geography of the world 

changed since prehistoric 

time? 

• Compare world maps 

with maps of prehistoric 

world 

• Describe and begin to 

understand theory of 

plate-tectonics and relate 

to creation of mountains 

and volcanoes. 

• Describe and understand 

how plate tectonics has 

changed the physical 

geography of the Earth 

 

Archaeology 

Where did early humans 

live? 

• Use UK maps to locate 

and plot significant early 

settlements from Stone 

Age and Iron Age 

 

Rainforests 

What are rainforests like? 

• Develop knowledge of 

rainforest biomes 

 

Where do cocoa trees 

grow? 

• Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to 

identify location of tropical 

rainforests and plot on 

world map 

• Describe & understand 

location of tropical 

rainforest biomes in 

relation to climate and 

latitude 

• Locate and label key cocoa 

growing and chocolate 

producing countries 

 

Chocolate 

How is chocolate produced? 

• Describe and understand 

key aspects of the human 

geography of chocolate 

production, including: land 

use, economic activity, 

trade links and the 

distribution of natural 

resources 

• Investigate how local 

environments and 

communities and have 

Egypt 

Where is Egypt and what is  

it like? 

• Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to 

locate Egypt and identify 

the surrounding physical 

and human geography 

(continents, seas, rivers, 

climate, neighbouring 

countries, main cities) 

 

The Nile 

Why was the River Nile so 

important? 

• Describe and understand 

key aspects of Egypt’s 

physical geography,  

including The Nile 

• Investigate the difference 

between the Red Land 

(desert sand) and the 

Black Land (fertile soil) 

• Investigate the River Nile 

and its lasting impact on 

life in Egypt (transport, 

trade, farming, food etc) 

 

Vocabulary   

• continent, country, sea, 

climate, desert, river, delta, 

flood, trade, transport, 

farming, land use, 

irrigation, flood, silt, soil 

fertility 

The Poles 

Where are the poles and 

what are they like? 

• Use globes, atlases and 

digital maps to identify and 

plot the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

Arctic and Antarctic 

Circle, North and South 

Pole 

• Understand and use the 

term ‘latitude’ in relation 

to the Poles; know that 

the latitudes of the North 

and South Poles are 90° N 

and 90° S 

• Use atlases and digital 

maps to plot the routes of 

key polar explorers and 

the relevant continents 

and countries  

• Understand key physical 

geographical features of 

Polar Regions, including 

climate 

 

Environmental Science 

How are the polar regions 

changing? 

• Use satellite images to  

investigate environmental 

change in the Polar 

regions, (including 

reduction in size of ice 

Rivers 

Where are the major rivers 

of the world? 

• Search for the source of 

the River Moselle in 

Queen’s Woods  

• Use maps, atlases and 

digital mapping to name 

and locate the main UK 

rivers in relation to 

country and region  

• Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital mapping to 

name and locate major 

world rivers in countries 

and continents 

 

What are the main features 

of rivers? 

• Link rivers to key 

topographical features 

(mountains, coasts, 

oceans) 

• Describe and understand 

the main physical features 

of a river 

• Understand the physical 

processes of river erosion, 

transportation and erosion 

and how these shape the 

landscape 

• Understand the water 

cycle 

 

Meadow Habitats 

What are meadow habitats 

and where are they located? 

How have they changed? 

• Understand how certain 

climate and soil conditions 

create natural meadows  

• Locate meadows in the 

UK and the local area 

• Locate grasslands biomes 

globally and understand 

location in relation to 

climate zones 

• Discuss differences 

between grassland biomes 

and meadow habitats 

• Understand how meadow 

habitats have declined 

over time 

• Understand how meadow 

habitats are threatened 

and how they can be 

supported 

 

Climate change 

Why are meadows 

important? 

• understand the 

importance of meadows 

and grasslands as  

carbon sinks 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Vocabulary   

location, map, continent, 

country, physical geography,  

plate-tectonics, mountain, 

volcano, settlement 

been affected by cacao 

production  

 

 

Vocabulary   

tropical rainforest, biome, 

climate zone, latitude, 

equator, tropics, vegetation, 

continent, country, land use, 

natural resources, 

production, trade links, local 

community 

 shelf, threat to habitats, 

rising sea levels, impact on 

world climate patters) 

• Explore why these 

changes are happening 

• Understand impact of 

rising global temperatures 

on the geography of polar 

regions 

 

Vocabulary   

route, globe, maps, equator, 

latitude, longitude, North 

Pole, South Pole, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, ice berg, 

ice sheet, glacier, climate 

change, temperature 
 

How do rivers affect local 

areas? 

• Understand how a river 

affects its local area 

• Research the effect the 

River Thames has had on 

the way people live, e.g. 

land use, transport, trade, 

flooding 

• Compare with the River 

Nile 

• Fieldtrip on the River 

Thames  

• Investigate the mud banks 

of the river 

 

Vocabulary   

river, country, continent, 

mountain, coast, ocean 

Physical geography: river 

features, source, tributary, 

meander, mouth, estuary, 

delta, upper course, middle 

course, lower course 

Human geography: land use, 

transport, trade, irrigation, 

flooding 

 

Vocabulary   

meadow, grassland, biome, 

climate, soil conditions, 

habitat, carbon sink 

 

 


