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Year 2 

 Place knowledge 

Location Knowledge 

Human Geography 

Physical Geography 

Mapping and Fieldwork 

Geographical vocabulary 
 

Local Habitats 

How can we learn about habitats in 

our school grounds? 

• Within the exploration of a 

range of habitats, use simple 

fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of 

the school grounds and key 

physical features of the 

surrounding environment. 

• Use simple compass directions 

(north, south, east and west) to 

describe the location of 

features and habitats on a plan 

of the school  

 

Vocabulary   

Geography, habitat, fieldwork, 

physical features, map, plan, 

compass directions, north, south, 

east, west, symbol, key 

 

London 

How far did the Great Fire spread? 

• Explore 1667 map showing the 

remains of the city after the 

Great Fire.  Compare with 

maps of London before the fire. 

 

Town Planning  

How could London be rebuilt? 

• Consider how London could 

have been redesigned after The 

Great Fire. 

• Starting with the 1677 map, 

create a bird’s eye view plan for 

the reconstruction. 

 

Vocabulary   

location, map, plan, birds-eye view, 

compare 

London Transport 

How can we travel around 

London? 

• Know about the main transport 

features of the locality.  

• Use aerial photographs and a 

range of maps at a variety of 

scales to recognise human and 

physical features in the locality 

• Use maps of the local area and 

transport maps to plan routes, 

and to follow and give 

directions 

• Understand, use and interpret a 

range of mapping symbols  

• Use simple compass directions 

(north, south, east and west) 

and locational and directional 

language to describe the 

location of features and routes 

on a map  

• Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of their school and 

its grounds and the key human 

and physical features of its 

surrounding environment 

• Devise simple maps of the 

classroom, school and routes to 

school; construct basic symbols 

in a key 

Vocabulary   

transport, local area, human 

features, physical features, aerial 

photograph, map, location, route, 

compass directions, north, south, 

east, west, symbol, key 

The UK 

What is the UK like? 

• Name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

• Read non-fiction books and 

stories about growing up in each 

of the four countries of the UK  

Vocabulary   

location, country, sea, United 

Kingdom, England, Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland  

Westcliff-on-Sea  

What are seaside towns like in 

different countries? 

• Identify the main features of 

seaside settings, focusing on 

Westcliff-on-Sea  

• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences by 

comparing Westcliff-on-Sea with 

the local area and with Rio de 

Janeiro in Brazil (contrasting non-

European country), including 

climate zones 

• Locate the UK and Brazil on a 

world map 

• Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify countries (UK, 

Brazil) and continents (Europe, 

South America) 

The World’s Oceans 

• Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five ocean 

• Name, the four countries of the 

United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

Vocabulary   

• beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, season and 

weather, climate zone, ocean, 

continent, country 

• city, town, village, factory, farm, 

house, office, port, harbour and 

shop 

• country, continent, equator, 

northern hemisphere, southern 

hemisphere 

 

 


