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4th January 2024 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to a new year, a new term and an awesome new topic! 
 
Topic 
‘Our Place in Space’, is a fantastically inspiring topic that really captures the children’s imaginations. We 
began by researching conditions on Mars and watching a TED talk by Stephen Petranek. In this he argues, 
very persuasively, that humans will travel to and live on Mars by 2027.  Do watch it yourself at 
www.ted.com – it’s quite mind blowing!  We then challenged the children to design a Mars space station 
that would allow people to live there in a sustainable way. The resulting designs are excellent – NASA has 
expressed some interest in seeing them… 
 
We move on to study our solar system, to investigate the Earth’s relationship with the Sun, Moon and 
other planets, and to explore the main events in the history of space exploration.  We will also discover 
how people reacted when Galileo proved that the Earth wasn’t flat and we will compare religious and 
scientific views on how the universe might have been created. We’re going to be busy. 
 
English 
In English, the children will be enjoying space themed poetry and will write and perform their own space 
inspired works. They will also compose a backing soundtrack for their poems in music lessons. We then 
turn to science fiction narrative and will use space as the setting for story writing. 
 
Maths 
In maths this half term, the focus will be on thoroughly consolidating multiplication and division, using 
various methods (both written and mental).  The more fluent children are with their times tables, the more 
confident they will feel and the more smoothly these exercises will go for them. Please test your children 
and ensure they are still using TT Rockstars regularly.  
 
Reading  
At the last parents’ consultation evening, we were asked by many families for the best way to support their 
children.  It almost always comes down to engaging with their reading and showing them that it is valued. 
There is a HUGE amount of educational research to show that time parents spend reading with children 
leads to academic success. 
 
Please share a book aloud with your child for at least 20 minutes a day.  We have already sent round a list 
of questions to help you discuss the book with them.  The questions increase in complexity and using them 
will help the children improve their analytical skills.  This benefits everything from speech to story writing! 
 
If you need the questions again, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
In addition, here is an excellent list of books that relate to our current topic. Happy reading! 

http://www.ted.com/
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Space: https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/science-maths-computing/space-ks2/ 
 
 
 
PE 
P.E. days this half term are the same as last: Tuesday and Wednesday for 5IO, and Tuesday and Thursday 
for 5NL. 
 
Trips 
A highlight of the half term is a trip to the Science Museum to see the space galleries and a 3D film at the 
IMAX cinema, and an adventure all the way to the planetarium at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich.  
 
See below for dates. 
 
Musical Production 
Many of you will remember the gorgeous performance of Meadowsong that the children created in year 3. 
This term, we will again be working with Kate Stilitz to create and perform a similar masterpiece based on 
the Space topic. We can’t say much more at the moment, because it is yet to come into existence. 
However, you will be the first people to see it.  
 
Volunteers 
If you are an expert or enthusiast about any area of space, or know someone who is, we would welcome 
you or them into Year 5 to share your/their knowledge with us all.  Please do get in touch and tell us about 
any ideas that you have.  
 
Key dates 
 
Trip to Greenwich Observatory and Planetarium Thursday January 18th 2024 

 
Trip to IMAX at the Science Museum Friday January 26th 2024 

 
Space performance with Kate Stilitz Friday February 2nd 2024 – at 2.30 pm (TBC) 

 
Headteachers’ Quiz 
 

Evening of Friday 2nd February (time TBC) 

Spring half term holiday begins Monday February 12th 2024 
 

 
We think that this is going to be a very exciting half term! 
 
As ever, if there are any issues that you would like to discuss about your child, large or small, do catch us in 
the playground or email us to arrange a phone call or a meeting.    
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
 
Nick and India 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/science-maths-computing/space-ks2/

