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13th September 2023 

 

Dear Parents 

Autumn 1 Reception Newsletter 2023 

 

What a wonderful start your children have made in Reception. Thank you for all of your support 

and positivity. It helps so much. We have all noticed how confident, articulate, happy and curious 

the children are and feel very privileged to be teaching them in their first year of school. 

 

Our priorities over the next six weeks until the half term holiday are to continue to get to know 

the children through talking to them and playing with them, so we can find out what their different 

interests and accomplishments are. This will allow us to plan effectively, based on the children’s 

prior knowledge, their interests and our school curriculum.  

 

In our daily maths sessions we will be enjoying lots of counting songs and we are very excited to 

begin our Little Wandle phonics program. We will send you more information about this next 

week. We will also introduce our first set text of the Reception year, ‘Dirty Bertie’ by David 

Roberts. It is a very funny book about a boy with rather revolting habits and is a great opportunity 

for us to explore and discuss ‘the rules’ at school in a lighthearted way. 

 

We will always make time to talk to you first thing if you have any worries or concerns or if there 

is anything important you would like to share with us, but if you would like to have a more in-

depth conversation, please let us know and we can arrange a meeting after school.  

 

Home Toys 

We appreciate that children may like to bring in a toy or comfort item from home to help them 

feel settled during this transitionary period.  We will however be asking children to keep these 

safe in their bags to avoid the trauma of breakage or loss at school.  We appreciate your support 

in this too. We do love reading children’s favourite books to the whole class though, so please feel 

free to send one in in your child’s book bag. 

 
PE – Thursday 

We will begin our weekly PE sessions on Thursday 21st September.  We aim to do PE outside 

whenever the weather allows, but we can also use the gym.  No kit is required, but it would be 

very helpful if the children could wear suitable clothes and shoes on their PE day. 
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Teaching Staff 

In addition to Rosie and Arezo (RRP), Kate (Monday-Wednesday), Johanna (Thursday – Friday) 

and Fran (RKJ), the children in Reception are also supported by Jimmar on a Wednesday 

afternoon. 

 

Assessment/Baseline/RBA 

In line with new statutory requirements, we will be conducting Reception Baseline Assessments 

this half term. The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your child’s early 

literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills when they begin school, using materials 

that most children of your child’s age will be familiar with. From experience, children really enjoy 

this opportunity to have some one to one time with their teacher. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/10

04560/2021_Information_for_parents_reception_baseline_assessment.pdf 

 

Clothes 

If you haven’t already done so, please provide us with a named bag of spare clothing to leave on 

your child’s peg. The children go outside whatever the weather and many of them love the water 

tray and messy play so spare clothes are always useful, including socks! We will also have the 
windows and doors open every day so please make sure the children have warm layers too. Please 

help us to look after your children’s clothing and bags by labelling all items.  

 

Birthdays 

We love celebrating the children’s birthdays at school and always make time to sing Happy 

Birthday. In line with our school healthy eating policy we are asking parents not to send in birthday 

cakes. Instead you may like to buy a favourite book for the class library as a present from your 

child to the class.  

 

Donations of materials from home 

We are always very grateful for materials for our crafts and projects, playdough and the nature 

kitchen.  You can check the classroom notice boards for materials in current need.  For instance, a 

few of the items we would love at the moment are: 

• Materials for junk modelling (used cereal boxes, corks, tape, etc.) 

• Grass cuttings, leaves, conkers and acorns, herbs etc. for the nature kitchen 

• Food colouring (all colours, but particularly blue) 

• Cream of tartar 

• Cheap shaving foam 

• Baby oil 

• Table salt 

• Water beads 

• Corn Flour 

 

Thank you for a fantastic start to the Reception year! 

 

With very best wishes, 

The Reception Team 

 


