
Reception Curriculum 2022/23 
 
Autumn 2: Into the woods 
 
Reading/Phonics 
 

 Phase 2 graphemes 
 

New tricky 
words 

Week 1  
 

ff ll ss j  put* pull* full* 
as 

Week 2  
 

v w x y  and has his her 

Week 3 
 

z zz qu ch 
words with s /s/ 
added at the end 
(hats sits)  
 

go no to into 

Week 4  
 

sh th ng nk  she push* he of 

Week 5  
 

words with s /s/ 
added at the end 
(hats sits) • 
words ending s /z/ 
(his) and with s /z/ 
added at the end 
(bags) m 
 

we 

 

Writing 
 
Text: One Snowy Night 
Percy’s to-do list 
Role-play dialogue 
Label favourite animals from the book; write text from 
the book 
 
Text: Owl Babies 
Write owl baby names and speech bubbles 
Stick puppet retelling 
Write letter from mummy owl to babies 
 
Text: The Gruffalo 
Label picture of Gruffalo 
Retell story; perform story from story naps 
Annotate Gruffalo books and write recipes 
 
 

Oracy 
Oracy/composition: role-play/small-world areas: café 
kitchen, dolls’ house, hospital, doctor’s office, village, 
fantasy world, restaurant, greengrocers, tea party, farm 
shop 
 
 
 

Handwriting 
• A range of activities to promote fine motor skills, e.g. 

pouring, cutting, hole-punching, sorting, threading, 
colouring, using smaller construction toys, 
pegboards,  

• Mandarin calligraphy and mark-making 
 

Maths 
Introducing numbers to 10 – 1 number per week – 
including composition 
Counting forwards and backwards, numbers and objects 
 

Science 
Animals including humans 
• Read ‘Owl Babies’ and explore themes 

 
Living things and their habitats 
• Autumn leaves environment 
• Woodland bugs environment 
 

History 
Chronology 
Children play with the dinosaur island small world and 
understand something of the immense period of time 
separating the dinosaurs from the present day. 
 

Geography 
Foundations of physical geography and locational 
knowledge 
Play at small world table or water tray set up as: 
woodland scene, African watering hole, British seaside. 
 

RE 
Nativity: children learn songs and perform Nativity story 
to parents  

Music 
• Perform songs and actions as part of the Nativity 

performance 
 

Art 
Focused activities 
Autumn leaves sponge-painting 
Autumn watercolours 
Owl baby painting 
Hand-print trees 
Owl baby collage 
Gruffalo collage 

DT 
Focused activities 
Making toilet-roll hedgehogs and toilet-roll monsters 
Cooking Gruffalo crumble 
Designing and making Christmas cards 
 
Continuous provision 
• Construction:  



Autumn leaf collage 
Making Christmas cards 
 
Continuous provision 
Drawing: pastels, chalks, pencils, oil pastels, felt-tip pens 
 
 

• Magformers, soft blocks, community blocks, 3D 
Geo-connectors, Magnetico, Duplo, Mobilo, 
sticklebricks, cogs, building with crates, tyres and 
planks, den-building, marble-runs, course for 
vehicles 

• Junk modelling 
• Playdough 
• Nature kitchen 

 
PE 
Fundamentals: Unit 2 
• To develop balancing. 
• To develop running and stopping. 
• To develop changing direction. 
• To develop jumping and hopping.  
 
Continuous Provision 
Riding bikes and scooters, jumping off crates, climbing, 
and jumping and swinging from, the climbing frames, 
negotiating crates, planks and tyres and obstacle and 
assault courses, using hula hoops, playing football, 
crossing plastic stepping stones, using stilts, sliding down 
the slide and firefighter’s pole 
 
 
 

PSHE 
 
Continuous Provision 
• Learn routines, access resources independently, 

follow instructions, move around the space safely 
• Manage own needs, including toileting  
• Make relationships with adults and children, seek out 

companionship with others, make own wants and 
needs known 

• Talk about how others might be feeling and respond 
accordingly 

 

 
 


