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21st February 2022  

 
 
Dear Parents, 

Year 4 Class Newsletter 

Spring 2 

 

A wet and windy welcome back to Spring 2, and our new topic, Flight - which is about birds. We have 
several new and exciting things to pack into this topic, some of which we really need your help with!  

This half term your children will be learning to identify common species of British birds, researching how 
birds are adapted to fly and investigating what forces they experience while flying. We will find out why 
some birds are becoming endangered species, and why others migrate vast distances across the globe each 
year. In addition, we will consider practical ways to support the bird population within our school grounds, 
allotment, gardens and window boxes and we will be making our very own bird boxes! We will birdwatch 
in Queen’s Woods, get up close and personal with some birds of prey and, towards the end of the half 
term, visit the London Wetlands Centre. It is going to be a very busy six weeks! 

 
English 
In English, we start by reading a range of poems on the theme of flight before writing our own, based on If I 
Could Fly by Pie Corbett. We will then learn how to write a persuasive letter for a real purpose, namely 
saving an endangered species. Towards the end of the topic, we will look at scientific explanation texts and 
how they are written, so that we can create our own posters explaining how birds are adapted for flight.   
 
Reading 
Guided Reading sessions take place most days in school, and the children also have daily time to read books 
from our Highgate Primary Reading Adventure.  Those who have read all 18  books can choose a book to 
read from our school library. It will be great to have regular library sessions resuming this half term. Please 
ensure your child also reads aloud at home with you every day. They need to share and discuss an 
interesting and challenging book with you daily, in English, if they are to make good progress in school. If 
your child has nothing to read, please do let us know. A mixture of fiction and non-fiction books is ideal.  
 
Maths 
In Maths we will continue to work on fractions for the first two weeks of the half term. We will look at 
how to add and subtract fractions, and how to find fractions of a quantity. Then we will move on to look at 
decimals, focusing on tenths and hundredths.  Year on year, fractions and decimals tend to be among the 
children’s favourites topics, as well as being two of the trickiest.  There is a good ‘decimals bingo’ game 
under mental arithmetic games on MyMaths, for those who want some extra practice, and a ‘Tug of War’ 
under popular games, for children who may like a challenge.  However, don’t try those before week 3! 
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Homework 
Homework will continue to be set on a Friday on Google Classroom and your child’s work should be 
uploaded the following Wednesday. Thank you for the high quality of the work that we have received so 
far.  Many of our homework activities are really good fun, as well as supporting the learning your child is 
doing in school. If your child isn’t doing homework, they are missing out… 
 
Music and PE 
Violin and guitar lessons will continue this half term. The children are doing brilliantly, taking complex skills 
in their stride.  Spring concerts are coming up - see below for dates.  Some children, particularly in 4IO, 
forget their instrument on a regular basis.  This means they are missing out and getting very bored in music 
lessons. Please do send instruments in every week – violins on Tuesdays and guitars on Wednesdays.   
 
PE will continue on Thursdays and Fridays this half term. Please send your child in with a PE kit to change 
into – a change of clothes is important, as the children will be outside even if the weather is cold and wet. 
This half term we will be developing our football and dance skills. 
 
DT 
We are very excited that your children will be making bird boxes this half term. As this will be the first 
time that they do woodwork in school, we would greatly appreciate volunteers to help – preferably people 
who have experience using a saw or similar tools. 4IO will need support from 1.45 – 3.30 pm on Friday 25th 
February and Tuesday 2nd March.  Please email India direct.  Dates and timings for 4EJ will follow soon.   
 
Trips 
Thank you for all your help with our various trips and activities. We couldn’t do what we do without you!    
 
We are hoping to visit the London Wetlands Centre on Friday 25th March.  As it is in Barnes, a long way 
away, we will take a coach there and we are likely to depart school early, at 8am.  Further details and a 
request for volunteers will follow nearer the time. The centre is a fabulous place where the children will 
have the chance to talk to bird experts, explore hides and use binoculars to watch birds over the main lake.  
Please do look at their website:  https://www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/london/ 
 
Key Dates 
 
Date  
Monday 21st February 4IO Local visit to Queens Wood – wellies needed 
Tuesday 22nd February 4EJ Local visit to Queens Wood – wellies needed 
Thursday 3rd March  World book Day – details TBC 
Monday 7th March  Visit from Falconry UK 
Friday	25th	March Trip to the London Wetlands centre 
Tuesday 29th March  4IO violin concert 
TBC 4EJ guitar concert 
Wednesday 30th March Parents’ Consultation Evening 
Thursday 31st March Parents’ Consultation Evening 

 
If you need to speak to us about anything, large or small, please do find us at the beginning or end of the 
school day to arrange a time for a more in-depth discussion.   
 
With best wishes, 
 
 

Emma, India and John 


