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 Year 3 Class Newsletter 

Spring 2 
 

Welcome back. It’s hard to believe that we are already half way through the academic year! We hope that 
you enjoyed the half term break, have recharged and are looking forward to our new topic.  
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is Race to the South Pole, which is all about polar exploration. The children have 
already become Arctic explorers, investigating which materials are the most insulating against the deadly 
cold and packed a bag (a rather large one, in some cases) of essential items for their survival. They will 
continue to discover how animals survive in Arctic conditions, without the benefit of thermal underwear 
and padded coats.  
 
We will go on to study the men and women who chose to explore the poles and the many challenges they 
faced. There will be a strong science theme this half term as we discover how ice-breaking ships work, 
explore magnets and magnetic forces and even make our own ice-cream, without a special machine, or 
even a freezer!  
 
We have an exciting trip planned to the Imax cinema at the Science Museum to see a 3D film all about 
Antarctica.  
 
We are also going to be hearing from Ian Wenkenbach, an engineer who recently worked in the Antarctic, 
building the wharf for the RSS David Attenborough. 
 
English: Writing 
The English units this half term cover a range of instructional texts, including recipes and recounts, such as 
news reports and diary writing. The children will explore how these types of texts are structured, in terms 
of layout, vocabulary and grammar, and how these contribute to meaning.   
 
English: Reading 
Your children have been thoroughly enjoying our Reading Adventure books, reading daily in class, but 
please continue to read at home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, and to talk to them 
about their understanding of what they read. As this is such an exciting topic, your child might like to do 
some extra reading about the Antarctic. You might like to visit this website for inspiration 
https://www.coolantarctica.com/Shop/buy_antarctica_books_online_childrens_books.php 
 
Maths 
In maths this half term, we will be working on fractions and decimals. We will be introducing more 
complex, non-unit fractions (e.g. 4/5ths) and exploring how to find the equivalent decimal fraction (e.g. 0.8). 
Times tables knowledge is extremely useful for this area so… don’t forget TTRockstars!  We have been 
assessing the children’s speed at answering multiplication and division facts and we are aiming for a greater 
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level of instant recall.  Please encourage your child to play regularly so they make progress in the ability to 
answer questions and to increase the speed at which they can do so. The times table to focus on at home 
this half term is the 6 times table. 
 
 
PE 
PE for both Year 3 classes will be on Wednesday (outdoor) and on Friday (indoor).  However, as this is 
subject to change, children should have a PE kit in school at all times. The units this half term are athletics 
and yoga. Please ensure your child has a change of clothes (t-shirt, shorts or tracksuit trousers, socks and 
trainers/plimsolls) in their PE kit. Weather permitting, we will be having some PE sessions outside, so please 
ensure that the clothing is appropriate for this. The PE kit bag can stay on the children’s pegs and be taken 
home at the end of each half term. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be set on Fridays (using Google Classroom) and should be uploaded by end of Wednesday 
(in time for us to look at it before posting the next piece on Google Classroom). Homework will be an 
activity that consolidates the learning the children have been doing during the week in English, Maths or 
Topic, with a reading activity some weeks. We would appreciate your ongoing support with the homework 
tasks and helping your child to complete/hand them in online.   
 
Break Time snacks 
As you are aware, we have recently updated our healthy Eating Policy and this has resulted in simpler 
expectations about break time snacks. Please ensure your child comes to school with only fresh fruit or 
vegetables as outlined in the school’s Healthy Eating Policy, which you can view on our website.  We will 
support your child by returning any other snacks to be taken home at the end of the day.   
 
Increased ventilation 
In line with government recommendations, we are keeping our classroom well ventilated by having 
windows open at all times. This does mean that it can get a bit chilly, so please ensure that your child 
wears, or brings in, extra layers. They have been learning about how to keep warm in cold conditions, by 
layering clothing in order to trap air which their bodies heat up to keep them warm!   
 
Key Dates 
 
3rd March       World Book Day – come in costume as your favourite character 
4th March       Trip to the Science Museum 
16th March      Highgate Primary Science Day  
30th March      Parent Consultations 4 – 6pm 
31st March      Parent Consultations 6 – 8pm 
1st April          Last day of term 
 
Please do catch up with us in the playground at the end of the day if there is anything you wish to discuss, 
large or small, or drop us an email so we can arrange a meeting for a longer discussion. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 3 Team 
 
 
 

 

 


