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22nd February 2022 
 

 
Dear parents, 
 

Year 2 Class Newsletter 
Spring 2 

 
We hope you have had a good break, and are looking forward to the second half of the Spring Term. It has 
been lovely to welcome the children back to school and to see how enthusiastic they are about our new 
topic, ‘The Circus’! 
 
Topic In-Day 
We started the week with an action packed in-day beginning with a circus skills workshop, in which a 
professional performer taught the children a whole range of circus tricks, including juggling, diablo 
throwing, plate spinning, feather balancing and walking on stilts. We also watched a compilation of circus 
clips with homemade popcorn, created some wonderful pastel drawings of clown faces and then used face 
paints to turn ourselves into clowns. 
 
Topic Related Curriculum 
Over the next few weeks the children will reflect on the nature of the circus and how it has changed over 
time, linked to which is a philosophical enquiry about the ethics of using performing animals. In Geography, 
the children will learn the names and locations of the world’s continents and oceans and locate different 
circuses across the globe. The Science curriculum looks at animals, and in particular, their life cycles, with a 
special focus on birds. DT and cookery will focus on food pairing: what goes well together. In art lessons 
we will be experimenting with poster design and studying the circus art work of Dame Laura Knight.  
During Gym lessons, the children will be developing the circus skills acquired in the workshop, in 
preparation for one of the highlights of the year…. The Year 2 Circus Assembly! Please make a note in 
your diary for 10 am on Friday the 1st April. If there are any parents who happen to be talented at juggling, 
tight rope walking or riding a unicycle, please let us know! 
 
English: writing and phonics 
We begin with work on the genre of non-fiction recounts. The children look at how these types of texts 
are structured before writing their own recounts about their circus workshop. We then move on to 
examining narrative stories with familiar settings, focusing on the enchanting book ‘Cannonball Simp’ by 
John Burningham. The children explore the characters in this book and write a sequel to the story.  
 
We will continue to work on the children’s grammatical development, including an ongoing focus on the 
use of subordination (using conjunctions such as because, if, when and that) and further development of 
their use of sentence and speech punctuation, apostrophes and correct vocabulary for the parts of speech 
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(nouns, verbs, etc.) The main emphasis in our phonics sessions will be on making correct spelling choices, 
based on spelling patterns. The children continue to make progress practising cursive (joined-up) 
handwriting, so please do encourage them to use it after they have become confident with letter formation.   
 
English: reading 
We are delighted with the progress the children are making with their reading. The children will continue 
to enjoy independent reading time each day where they can work their way through the Year 2 Reading 
Adventure books. They will also participate in reading sessions each week. Some of these sessions will be 
taught to the whole class together to develop specific comprehension skills, such as understanding how to 
find information within a text, or how to use inference to deepen understanding. At other times, the 
children will read together in small teacher-led groups, or one to one. The work you do with your children 
at home is vital to their development as readers, so please continue to read with your child for at least 20 
minutes every day, to talk to them about what they are reading and ask questions for them to answer, to 
show that they understand the author’s intentions. Please also encourage your child to write in the Reading 
Record on a regular basis; this can include comments on their wider reading, as well as on the book that 
they bring home from school. If Reading Records could come into school in book bags each day it makes it 
much easier for us to check on their progress at home and see, at a glance, which books they have already 
read. Thank you for your support. 
 
Maths 
Our initial focus in Maths is on identifying and describing the properties of 3-D shapes, including the 
number of edges, vertices and faces. We will go on to explore fractions of both objects and numbers, 
including simple equivalent fractions such as one-half and two-quarters. Telling the time and calculating time 
intervals are other areas on which we will focus. In mental maths, throughout the half-term we will be 
practising times tables (2s, 5s and 10s) and related division facts, counting forwards and backwards from any 
number in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s, and adding and subtracting two-digit numbers.   
 
Other subjects; PE, Music & Mandarin  
In PE the children will learning how to roll and hit a ball, return a ball and throw accurately to a partner. 
They will apply these skills in a variety of simple games and show an awareness of opponents when playing 
games. PE days remain Wednesday and Friday for 2KI and Tuesday and Friday for 2EH. Children will 
continue to learn the recorder weekly with Hilla and Mandarin lessons have now increased to twice a 
week.  
 
Trips: The Transport Museum & Go Ape 
You may recall that last half term’s trip to the Transport Museum was unable to go ahead as a result of 
reduced sessions for school groups. However, we have been able to reschedule for this half term. We are 
also hoping to confirm a trip to Go Ape in Alexandra Palace to experience the high ropes course and a 
series of team building challenges. Letters will follow shortly with more information but in the meantime, 
please let us know as soon as possible if you are able to come with us. Thank you. Please see below for 
dates. 
 
Forest School 
There are two Forest School sessions scheduled for each group this half term. Please note that the class 
Forest School days have swapped, with 2EH going to the woods on Wednesday afternoons and 2KI going 
on Friday afternoons – please see the dates below. Please do let us know in advance, via the class reps, if 
you are able to accompany us to the woods, as this helps our planning and ensures that sessions can go 
ahead. Thank you also for all your hot chocolate donations to date, as well as your invaluable help with 
hanging up waterproofs, tidying the Forest School Cabin and washing up cups and flasks - we really 
appreciate it. 
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Spring 2 Forest School Dates              
   

2EH  2KI  

Hedgehogs Owls Badgers Rabbits 

Wed 2nd March Wed 9th March Fri 4th March Fri 11th March 

Wed 16th March Wed 23rd March Fri 18th March Fri 25th  March 

 
 
Important Dates 
 
Monday 14th March 
 

Trip to The Transport Museum 

Monday 21st March TBC 
 

Trip to Go Ape 

Wednesday 30th March 
& Thursday 31st March 
 

Parent Consultations 

Friday 1st April 
 

Year 2 Circus Assembly! 

Friday 1st April  
 

Break up for the Easter Holiday 

 
 
By the end of this half term, we will certainly be ready for a restful Easter Holiday! 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Kate, Emily, Chrissie, Faye and Ashleigh 

 
Kate:   kate@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk   Emily:     eharries1.309@lgflmail.org 

 
 
 
 
 


