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22nd February 2022 

 
Dear parents, 

 
Year 1 Newsletter 

Spring 2 
 

Welcome to the second half of the Spring term.  We hope you have had a good break and are refreshed 
and ready for the term ahead. 
 
Toys 
The children are very excited about our new topic – Toys!  They loved creating their very own class Toy 
Museums yesterday and exhibiting their favourite toys.  This gave them the chance to talk, draw and write 
about their toys, and, of course, play with them!  In History, we will be exploring how toys have changed 
over time, from those played with in the distant past, through those owned by grandparents and parents, to 
today’s modern toys.  In Design Technology, we will find out how levers and pivots can be used in books to 
make pictures with moving parts, before designing and constructing our own moving pictures of toys.  
There will be many art opportunities for painting and drawing toys, including using the paintings of 
American artist Bruce Nygren as inspiration for the children’s own art work.  In other subjects, our focus 
in RE is the story behind the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.  In outdoor PE, we will be learning the tactics 
of team games, while in the Gym we will be practising yoga positions! 
 
Visitors 
We would love to hear about the toys that your family played with.  If any parents or grandparents would 
like to come into class to talk about their childhood toys, please do speak to one of us. 
 
English - Writing 
The children start the term by writing captions for the exhibits in our class Toy Museum.  We then move 
on to read a series of storybooks with familiar settings: While You Were Sleeping by Alexis Deacon, The 
Winter Bear by Ruth Craft and Lost in the Museum by David Lucas.  The children will use these texts to 
help generate ideas for their own toy stories and descriptive writing.  
A key aim for the remainder of the year is to build writing stamina, and so the children will have regular 
opportunities to write their News about what they have been up to outside school.  We will continue to 
focus on writing in complete sentences that are marked by capital letters and full stops, exclamation or 
question marks. 
 
English – Phonics and Reading  
We are very excited about introducing a new phonics and reading scheme this half term. We have invested 
in lots of fantastic fully-decodable books from Harper Collins which the children will start reading this 
week. Rather than reading in a guided group once a week, the children will now have three short 
reading sessions in their group each week; reading one book, focusing on decoding, expression and 
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comprehension. By the end of the week, all children will be able to read their book with confidence. This 
book will be 'sent home' as an e-book. You will be able to log-in to Harper Collins and see the book your  
child has been issued. The children will be able to impress you with all they have learnt and practised that 
week. As well as their 'reading practice book' the children will also have the opportunity to bring home a 
'reading for pleasure' book, which they will choose from the class library each week. This is intended to be 
a book that you enjoy together and for you to read to your child, rather than a book for your child to read 
to you.  Once children are secure with all their letter sounds and are reading fluently, they will move from 
the reading scheme to choosing 'real' books that provide suitable challenge and enjoyment.  Further 
information about accessing your weekly e-book will follow very soon.  
 
Maths 
In Maths, we start by further exploring place value in numbers up to 50.  The children will build on their 
understanding of counting forwards and backwards by learning to count in multiples of 2 and 5 up to 50. 
They will identify and discuss the patterns that emerge while counting, and use this knowledge to solve 
word problems.  Next, we move on to Measurement, where we will develop further their place value 
learning by measuring length and height. The children will develop their understanding of distance and 
length and use this as a context for practising their skills at adding, taking away and calculating differences. 
We finish the half term by looking at weight and volume, where the children will be comparing and 
describing non-standard units of capacity and mass.  Throughout, we will continue our number work with 
regular practice at counting in ones, twos, fives and tens, as well as adding and subtracting with one digit 
numbers.  We would encourage you to practise these with your child as much as possible at home, as it 
greatly increases their confidence. 
 
Class Assemblies 
The children are very excited about their first Year 1 class assemblies next month, which will be held at 
9.30am in the Hall – see dates below.  Both assemblies will be based on storybooks about toys; please look 
out for details of your child’s part and costume nearer the time. 
 
1LJ Assembly - Friday 18th March 
1RBS Assembly - Friday 25th March  
 
Book bags 
Please continue to send in your child’s purple school book-bag each day (instead of, or as well as, a 
rucksack).  This makes life much easier for us, especially on Fridays when we will be sending home reading 
records and ‘reading for pleasure’ books, which may not fit in other bags. 
 
Snacks 
As you will have seen from William’s email to parents before the half term break, the school has updated 
its Healthy Eating Policy.  In Key Stage 1, the school provides the children with a piece of fruit each 
morning.  If you wish to supplement this with your own snack from home, please send fresh fruit or 
vegetables only.  Please do not send in other snacks, such as crackers, fruit bars, Bear Snacks or similar 
fruit-based sweets.  Thank you for your support.  
 
Forest School 
Dates for Forest School this half term are set out again below – please do make a note of your child’s days 
so you can send your child in with warm clothes and wellies on those days.  Thank you to all of you who 
do this!  It can really delay us if children do not have their own boots, as it takes quite a while to find each 
child the correct size. Thank you, also, for all your hot chocolate donations and to all the parents who have 
volunteered to come with us.  Do check your class’ Doodle Poll or contact your Class Rep if you would 
like to come along and join the fun!  
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Forest School dates Spring 2 – 1LJ 

No Forest School Wk 1 – Monday 21 February 

Hedgehogs Wk 2 – Monday 28 February 

Robins Wk 3 - Monday 7 March 

No Forest School Wk 4 - Monday 14 March 

Hedgehogs Wk 5 - Monday 21 March 

Robins Wk 6 - Monday 28 March 

 
 

It’s going to be a great term!  As ever, if you need to speak to us, please catch us after school for a quick 
chat, or to arrange a time for a longer conversation.  
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
 
Louise, Rochelle and the Year 1 Team 
 

Forest School dates Spring 2 – 1RBS 

Rabbits Wk 1 – Thursday 24 February 

No Forest School Wk 2 – Thursday 3 March 

Foxes Wk 3 - Thursday 10 March 

Rabbits Wk 4 - Thursday 17 March 

No Forest School Wk 5 - Thursday 24 March 

Foxes Wk 6 - Thursday 31 March 


