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26th April 2022  
 
Dear Parents, 

Year 5 Class Newsletter 
Summer 1 

 
Welcome back to a new term and our new topic, Benin: An African Kingdom.  
 
English 
The new topic links brilliantly with our focus on information texts in English this term. The children are 
reading varied non-fiction texts about the Kingdom of Benin and are learning to retrieve key information 
and summarise (or precis). They are also writing their own information texts. Next week they are creating 
books that incorporate text, captions, labelled diagrams and fact boxes in order to make them as clear and 
as informative as possible. Later in the term we return to looking at narrative. The children will analyse 
character and description, some of which they are already learning about in our class reader, ‘Children of 
the Benin Kingdom’ by Dinah Orji. 
 
Maths 
In maths this half term the children are continuing their work with decimals.  They will use their prior place 
value knowledge to add and subtract, and to form a whole.  They will then move on to properties of 
shapes, as well as position and direction. 
 
 
Reading  
As always, please make sure your child keeps up with their reading at home. Reading a wide variety of 
different types of books is the most significant thing your child can do at home to improve their progress in 
school. It has a huge impact on their performance in maths as well as in English. We can really see a 
difference in the written work of those children who are reading the ‘Reading Adventure’ books in class.  
Now would be an excellent time for them to read some non-fiction in addition to whatever novel they are 
enjoying. 
 
Geography 
The children will learn to describe and understand the main physical features of present day Nigeria (where 
the Kingdom of Benin was situated). We will use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to name and 
locate major features. The children will also study the other key topographical features of maps (mountains, 
coasts, oceans) and locate African countries and recognise the continent.   
 
History 
In history, the children will be studying how the Kingdom of Benin was established and that it was ruled by 
a dynasty of kings called Ogisos. They will learn about the daily life of the Igodomigodo, including farming 
and crafts to trade with foreigners. The rise of the Obas Dynasty, an understanding of the colonisation of 
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Africa, Benin’s role in the transatlantic slave trade and the British invasion of Benin City will all be 
considered. 
 
SRE 
The children will learn about body changes and puberty in their sex and relationship lessons this half term. 
They will learn about key male and female body parts, recognise how emotions can change and how to deal 
with their feelings towards themselves and others in a positive way. 
 
DT/Art  
This half term we will look at and make our own examples of applique, influenced by the West African 
kingdom of Dahomey whose family guilds made the fabric for individuals of high rank and power. The 
children will create their own applique designs to represent things that are significant to them. 
 
RE 
Understanding why pilgrimage is important to Christianity, and why people go on pilgrimages. 
 
PE kit 
A reminder that the children will do PE outdoors even if there is light rain. Please do ensure that your child 
has an appropriate layer to put on to keep them dry. 
 
Both classes will now go swimming on Wednesdays, and will have outdoor PE on Thursdays. 
Please do remember to arrive early on Wednesdays:  5JS 8.30am and 5DC 8.50am 
 
Homework 
Home learning will continue to be handed out on a Friday and needs to be returned the following 
Wednesday. We are using Google Classroom to post the homework each week. 
 
Welcome to Stephen 
We are delighted to have student teacher, Stephen Williams, joining 5JS this term.  Stephen joins us from 
the UCL Institute of Education for his final training placement, and will be with us until the beginning of July.  
 
Key Dates 
 

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday (no school) 

Thursday 12th May Trip to British Museum (letter to follow) 

Friday 27th May Last day of half term 

 
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
The Year 5 Team 

 


