
 

 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 

  

 

26th April 2022 

 

 
Dear Parents, 

Year 4 Class Newsletter 
Summer 1 

 
We hope you had a restful Easter break and that your children are now well into the swing of our new 
topic, ‘Away from Home’. The topic is all about the experiences of London children during World War 2, 
especially their evacuation to the countryside to avoid the Blitz. Your children have already taken in a lot of 
history, produced Blitz skyline artworks and participated in an on-line workshop with an actual Air Raid 
Warden from the RAF Museum. 
 
It has been sobering to discuss the experiences of British children from 75 years ago while bombs are falling 
only a few hundred miles away from us in Ukraine. We are tackling these issues sensitively with the 
children, and are encouraging them to share their feelings when they are upset or worried. They are being 
both empathetic and mature. They understand that we need to know about the past to understand what 
life used to be like, to spot patterns in human history and so we can try to avoid them happening again.  
 
English 
This half term we have an overall focus on ‘Issues and Dilemmas’. This week the children are imagining they 
are evacuees writing their first letters home to parents in London. Next, they will write an Agony Aunt 
letter advising a homesick evacuee, wrestling with a knotty problem, before moving on to write a balanced 
argument for and against evacuation. Finally, they will have a chance to write their own stories with a 
World War 2 setting, full of spies, rationing, blackouts and heroism!   
 
Reading 
The children are greatly enjoying the books on the Year 4 Reading Adventure book list (several of which 
have a WW2 theme) and sharing their views on the books with the class.  Please ensure your children 
continue reading at home with you too, so that you can discuss new words, interesting characters and plot 
developments, and read between the lines together. Our school library is also now back up and running. 
Please check at home and, if you have any of our school library books, please send them back in. If you 
would like to find books on a WW2 theme for your child to explore we recommend this website: 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/ww2 
 
Maths 
In maths we are continuing with decimals and then moving on to explore money and time. Both of these 
areas can prove tricky and your help would be greatly appreciated - you could use coins when out shopping 
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or set specific times for things to happen, using analogue and digital clocks. Doing the MyMaths lesson in 
advance of the homework task is a good idea, so your child can practise until they are feeling confident. 
 
Science  
In science, we look at human teeth and our digestive system. The best experiment of the year is coming up! 
 
 
PE 
Year 4 PE lessons are on Mondays and Fridays. Please send your child in with a PE kit to change into and a 
water bottle as it is getting hotter. This half term we will be doing athletics and tennis. 
 
Music 
Violin and guitar lessons will continue this half term as before. Please send your child in with their violin on 
a Tuesday, or their guitar on a Wednesday.   
 
Homework 
Homework will be set on Fridays via Google Classroom and should be submitted online by Wednesday. 
 
Trips 
We are really looking forward to our Tolmers trip in June, when your children will dress up and be 
evacuated to Cuffley.  As that is our big trip for this topic, we are staying local the rest of the time.  
However, we will visit our Anderson shelter on the school allotment and, hopefully, a local synagogue. 
If your children would like to get into the WW2 mood through film, we recommend:  
 

• Bedknobs and Broomsticks  
• Five Children and It 
• Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang 
• The Diary of Anne Frank  
• The Railway Children 

 
Key Dates 
 
Monday 2nd May  Bank Holiday 
Friday 6th May – 9.30 am 4EJ assembly 
Friday 13th May – 9.30 am 4IO assembly 
Friday 20th May Auction of promises 
Friday 27th May – Sunday 5th June Half term 
Monday 6th – Wednesday 8th June Residential trip to Tolmers 

 
If you need to speak to us about anything, large or small, please do email us to arrange a time for a 
discussion over the phone, or catch us in the playground at the end of the day. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

The Year 4 Team 

 


