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22nd April 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 

Year 3 Class Newsletter 
Summer 1 

 
Welcome back to a new term and a new topic: From Source to Sea, which is an in-depth study of rivers.  
As you know, we began with an outing to Queens’ Wood to search for the source of the Moselle, which is 
a tributary of the river Lea (which is itself a tributary of the river Thames). The children really enjoyed 
following the river’s winding course, jumping from bank to bank and soaking up the spring sunshine.  
 
English 
In English this half term, we’ll be focusing on reading, writing, discussing and performing poems about water 
and rivers. The children will learn to identify poems’ distinctive features, such as repetition, rhyme, rhythm 
and alliteration, and to spot similes and metaphors. They will also create a fact-filled, information text about 
a major world river. 
 
Maths 
In maths we will finish our year 3 work on fractions before moving on to time, and then shape. If your child 
has a birthday coming up, a cheap analogue watch (with hands and a dial) could be an ideal present – 
wearing one is a really good way to engage children with telling the time.   
 
As always, times tables underpin your child’s mathematical thinking, and we ask that you encourage him or 
her to play on TTRockstars at home for at least 20 minutes daily.  Do let us know if this is not possible and 
we will try to arrange for them to use the software at lunch times. If you would like to read more about 
the ethos behind TTRockstars, or to see evidence for how effective software and games are at teaching 
times tables, we can provide this.  Please just let us know! TTRockstars has proved very successful indeed 
in previous years.  
 
Reading  
As always, please make sure your child keeps up with their reading at home. All the children should now 
have brought home a library book (different from the book they are reading in class). If you have not seen 
one at home yet, please ask your children where the book is!  We will continue with weekly, guided 
reading sessions in class too, focusing on strengthening the children’s inference skills. If you would like 
suggestions for books your children can read to deepen their topic knowledge, please explore the website 
below. It had great suggestions for both novels and non-fiction:  https://www.booksfortopics.com/water 
 
Computing and eSafety 
The children will be introduced to Scratch in programming. They will be using survey tools in digital 
literacy. They will be considering where online photos go and who they are accessible to in digital 
citizenship (eSafety).  
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Geography 
We do a lot of geography this term, given our topic. The children will learn to describe and understand the 
main physical features of a river, by making their own model of a river system, and how a river affects the 
local area and the way people live. We study how the Thames, in particular, impacts land use, transport, 
trade, irrigation, flooding and soil fertility. We will use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to name and 
locate major national and world rivers.  Details of our trips this half term are below – more details and 
requests for volunteers will follow nearer the time. 
 
Science 
In science, the children will be learning about states of matter – the process of evaporation and 
condensation and their role in the water cycle.  There are some great books on this in the Books for 
Topics website above. 
 
Mandarin 
The children will be learning about key Chinese rivers (the Yellow and the Yangtze) and will continue to 
expand and strengthen their Mandarin vocabulary.  
 
PE – Dodgeball and Tennis 
These lessons will take place on Wednesday and Friday for both classes.   
 
Cooking 
This half term, we’ll be returning to the Cookery Studio to make fishcakes, or a fishless ‘fish’cake for those 
who do not eat fish.  
 
PSHE 
The children will learn to identify hazards and hidden dangers near canals, rivers and the sea and learn how 
to stay safe near water. We will also be learning about why flooding occurs and the importance of fresh, 
clean water to support health in the developing world.  
 
Sustainability 
We will explore the importance of water conservation and what we can all do to reduce water usage. This 
will encompass the work of the charity WaterAid.  
 
Homework 
We’ll be continuing to use Google Classroom as a platform to set homework each week on Friday. This 
will usually consist of a MyMaths consolidation homework and an English or topic based homework. These 
can be submitted digitally or as a hard copy, by Wednesday the following week.  We’ll provide any printed 
sheets, as required.  
 
As ever, if you need to talk to us about any issue, large or small, please catch us in the playground for a 
chat at the end of the day.  For a longer conversation, please email the office and we can set up a meeting 
or a phone call. 
 
With very best wishes 
 
The Year 3 Team 
 
 
Please see Key Dates below: 
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Key Dates  

Friday 22nd April One World Evening 

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday 

Thursday 5th May  Trip to London Docklands Museum  

Date tbc  Trip mud-larking on the river Thames 

Friday 27th May Last day of half term 

Monday 6th June First day of Summer 2 

 
 
 
 

 

 


