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Welcome back to the summer term. We hope you had an enjoyable and restful holiday. The children have 
come back full of energy and enthusiasm for our new topic, ‘Growing Up’. 
 
Growing Up 
The topic this half term will develop previous learning in Reception and Year 1 about plants and animals, 
exploring the process of growing from young to old. We will learn about the basic needs of plants and 
animals for survival, as well as life cycles and the stages of growth. 
 
The children began the half term by planting a variety of seeds, and over the next few weeks they will 
spend plenty of time at the school allotment where they will be actively involved in planting, nurturing and 
harvesting. They will explore how plants need water, light and warmth to grow - and consider the optimum 
conditions for plants to thrive. We were also able to welcome a new born baby and a toddler into the 
classrooms last week giving the children the opportunity to ask a lot of questions about child development 
and how babies communicate, feed, play, sleep and grow. 
 
English: writing 
We have started the half term with the fantastic story ‘Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero’. In preparation for 
writing a character description of Eliot, the children have prepared a range of questions to ask him in 
person should he happen to pop into the classroom. They will also be writing their own Eliot Jones 
adventure stories. 
 
In the second part of the half term, the focus will be on writing non-chronological reports. We will be 
studying information books and websites about animals and plants to familiarise ourselves with the genre, 
taking notes from them and creating our own fact-books about a chosen animal or plant.  
 
Grammatical development continues with work on the use of paragraphs and commas, as well as a 
continuing focus on understanding grammatical terminology; the correct deployment of punctuation; and 
the use of adjectives to create expanded noun phrases. In phonics, we will aim to secure the spelling of the 
first 200 words whilst continuing to teach trickier spelling patterns. We will also help the children learn to 
proof-read their own work in order to improve spelling accuracy. Finally, the focus in handwriting is the 
development of a fluent, joined style. Your support practising these skills at home would be very helpful. 
 
English: reading 
This half term we will continue with ‘Reading Adventure’ and a mixture of weekly guided reading sessions, 
whole class comprehension and inference lessons. Your children will also be utilising the library for topic 
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research and to take books of their choice home. Please read with your child at home for at least 20 
minutes every day. Talking to them about their understanding of what they read, including any new 
vocabulary or information, text features, inferences and predictions, will help to further develop their 
comprehension skills. Please also ensure that your child’s reading record and book is in their school bag 
every day as the day that they are changed may not be the same each week. Thank you very much for your 
ongoing support with this. 
 
Maths 
We are starting this half term learning about measurement, first learning about length and height, then 
moving on to mass, capacity and temperature. We will then move on to position and direction, looking at 
turns, right-angles and rotation. Before the children take their SATs, they will have a chance to revisit and 
consolidate topics covered earlier in the year such as fractions and telling the time. To develop our maths 
fluency, we will continue to practise times tables (2s, 5s and 10s) and related division facts, counting 
forwards and backwards from any number in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s and adding and subtracting two-digit 
numbers.  If your child does not yet have a secure knowledge of the pairs of numbers which add to 10 and 
to 20, please help them to practise these key number facts. 
 
Other curriculum subjects 
In Art, the children will enjoy working with our specialist art teacher, Andrea, in the art studio to create art 
pieces inspired by Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s ‘fruit faces’. The children will continue with their weekly 
recorder lessons with Hilla as well as focusing on jazz music to develop listening and appraisal skills. We 
will revisit Scratch Jr in Computing to create a more complex animation and in our twice weekly Mandarin 
sessions we are learning vocabulary around the topic of age and birthdays. At the end of the half term the 
children will be making the most of the wonderful cookery studio to prepare a healthy vegetable pasta 
sauce, hopefully to be served alongside an allotment salad! 
 
PE 
This half term our focus is on fitness and athletics. We will continue to work on building stamina, agility, 
balance and co-ordination. The children will also learn to negotiate obstacles and throw for distance and 
accuracy.  Please ensure your child comes to school wearing suitable clothing and shoes on PE days. 
 
PE Days  
2EH    Tuesday and Friday                           
2KI Wednesday and Friday 
 
Forest School 
We will be relocating to the allotment for our Forest School sessions this half term for which, as ever, your 
support is invaluable. If you are available to volunteer for a session, please let us know via email, the Google 
Sheet or our class reps. Thank you very much. 
 
Forest School Dates 
 

2EH 
 

2KI 

Hedgehogs Owls Badgers 
 

Rabbits 

Wednesday 27th April 
 

Wednesday 4th May Friday 29th April Friday 6th April 

Wednesday 11th May 
 

Wednesday 18th May Friday 13th May Friday 20th May 
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Welcome to Luke 
Many of you will already know Luke from Nursery. We are delighted that he will be joining the Year 2 
team this half term to gain some experience in Key Stage 1. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Kate, Emily, Chrissie, Luke, Faye and Ashleigh 

 
Kate:      kate@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk    
Emily:     eharries1.309@lgflmail.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


