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20th April 2022 

 

Year 1 Class Newsletter  

Summer 1 
 
Welcome back to the summer term. We hope you had a restful and enjoyable holiday.  The children have 
certainly come back full of energy and brimming with enthusiasm for our new topic, Amazing Architects.  
 
Amazing Architects 
The children started the week with a construction challenge: to use a range of materials to build houses for 
the Three Little Pigs that were strong enough to withstand the Big Bad Wolf’s Huff and Puff Test.  A 
remarkable number of them did survive!  As the term progresses, the children will be learning more about 
materials such as wood, metal, glass, stone and plastic and investigating how their properties make them 
suitable for different functions.  In History and Geography, we will look at buildings through history and 
around the world, and in Art will be exploring how buildings are represented by artists, such as Paul Klee.  
We will expand the children’s knowledge of the local area by taking a trip up North Hill (more details to 
follow) to see the extraordinary architecture on our doorstep, including Highpoint, the minimalist 
masterpiece by Berthold Lubetkin.   
 
If you are involved in architecture or the building trade, it would be wonderful if you could share some of 
your experience and expertise with the children.  Do get in touch if you would like to come and speak to 
your child’s class.  
 
English - writing 
We start the half term looking at traditional tales, including The Three Little Pigs and Hansel and Gretel.  
The children will act out the stories, write descriptions of some of the stories’ buildings and settings, and 
retell the stories in their own words.  They will also read two wonderful adventure stories set in fantasy 
worlds, The Minpins by Roald Dahl and The Magic Bed by John Burningham, and use these as the inspiration 
for their own story writing.  The children will also have regular opportunities to share what they’ve been 
up to outside school by writing their News.  Our writing focus continues to be forming complete sentences 
punctuated with capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks or question marks, as well as helping the 
children to use their developing phonic knowledge to make plausible attempts at spelling words. 
 
English – phonics and reading  
In phonics, we will be revising and consolidating Phase 5 phonemes and graphemes, and alternative ways of 
spelling sounds.  Reading continues as before: we aim to read with each child three times a week, focusing 
on fluency and comprehension skills.  We will allocate Collins e-books at the end of each week so the 



 

 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 

children can continue their reading practise at home.  Please continue to write a weekly comment in their 
Reading Record. 
 
On Wednesdays we will collect in all Reading Records and class library books.  Please remember to send 
them in this day!   
On Fridays we will return Reading Records, send home a new class library book for you to read to your 
child and allocate your child’s Collins e-book.  Please make sure your child has their book bag this day. 
 
Maths 
This term we will be exploring multiplication and division, starting with some practise counting in 2s, 5s and 
10s.  We’ll then develop the idea of using equal groups and arrays to help us count, multiply and divide.  
The children will also explore the corresponding concepts of doubling and halving.  Next, we move on to 
fractions. The children will learn to find simple fractions (halves and quarters) of shapes, helping them to 
understand the concept of a fraction as an equal part of a whole, before moving onto dividing groups of 
objects into similar fractions.  Throughout, we will continue our number work with regular practise at 
counting in ones, twos, fives and tens – forwards and backwards. We would encourage you to practise 
these with your child as much as possible at home, as it greatly increases confidence and number fluency.  
 
Home Learning  
Thank you for your continued support with learning at home.  We really enjoy seeing what you do 
together.  We will continue to set Home Learning on Google Classroom every Friday afternoon.  Please 
upload your photos by the following Wednesday as usual.   
 
Forest School 
We’re really looking forward to getting out in the Woods again.  Thank you to all our volunteers so far this 
year.  We still need 3 parents to help us each time, so please do let sign up via the class Doodle Poll if you 
can come with us on the following dates.   
 
 

1LJ 

 

1RBS 

Monday 25th April – Hedgehogs Thursday 28th April – Rabbits 

Monday 9th May – Robins Thursday 5th May – Foxes  

Monday 16th May – Hedgehogs Thursday 12th May - Rabbits 

Monday 23rd May – Robins Thursday 19th May - Foxes 

 

 
Please remember to send your child dressed appropriately on Forest School days and ensure they have 
their own wellies.  We will continue to provide a waterproof jacket and trousers.  We would be very 
grateful for some more donations of instant hot chocolate, including dairy-free versions.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 

Welcome to Rory 
We are delighted to have student teacher, Rory McCrann, joining 1LJ this term.  Rory joins us from the 
UCL Institute of Education for his final training placement, and will be with us until the beginning of July.  
 

Key Dates for Summer 1 
 

Friday 22nd April  One World Evening – 6.30-8.30pm 

Monday 2nd May  Bank Holiday – School closed 

Tuesday 24th May North Hill trip  

Friday 27th May Last day of this half term    

 

With very best wishes 
 
 
Louise, Rochelle and the Year 1 Team 
 


