
 

 

 
 

Headteacher’s Newsletter 
March 2022 

 

Dear parents, 

With the daffodils blooming, the Reception ducklings paddling and 

the Easter Raffle is drawn – it must be time for the Easter holidays. 

Here’s what we’ve been up to in the month of March… 

 

Science Day 

 
For British Science Week, we held a special science day for which 

the children were challenged to find out all about a favourite 

scientist. On the day we had children dressed as Sir David 

Attenborough, Ada Lovelace and Crick and Watson; as well as 

penguins, dinosaurs and even the corona virus. Our first whole-

school assembly in a very long time helped us consider what 

'growth' means in science. It was joyful to be together celebrating 

scientific achievement, past and present.  

During the day classes investigated why the number of gentoo 

penguins in the Antarctic is growing, despite changes in their 



 

habitat caused by global warming. Using only a clothes peg as a 

beak, the children built gentoo nests out of stones to protect their 

eggs. The gentoo are thriving because they are adapting to climate 

change. They are flexible about where they live and what they eat, 

and they are very clever nest builders. It was a wonderful week all 

round. 

 

World Book Day 

 
A celebration of books, reading and imagination, World Book Day 

2022 at Highgate Primary was full of fun. Thank you to all the 

children, parents and staff who joined in and helped to make it 

such a joyful day. 

 

 
 

Cavatina Concert 

 
 

 



 

Last week, the children on Year 3 and 4 were treated to a 

fabulous concert performed by the Wihan String Quartet from the 

Czech Republic. The whole audience really enjoyed listening to 

pieces by Hayden, Smetana and Dvorak; dances such as minuets 

and polkas; and found Dvorak's ‘American’ very exciting. 

 

Nursery  

 
Having descended from the lofty heights of space exploration, our 

Nursery has been immersed in the wonderful world of Pirates; 

shiver me timbers! The children created tea stained treasure 

maps, made their own telescopes, decorated pirate hats, danced 

to sea shanties and walked the plank from the ‘Good Ship 

Highgate’. Afterwards, they journeyed back in time to meet the 

dinosaurs. 

 

As ever the children listened to many favourite stories such as 

‘The Night Pirates’ by Peter Harris and ‘How Do Dinosaurs Eat 

Their Food?’ by Jane Yolen and Mark Teague. They also observed 

seasonal changes by watching the blossom emerge on the trees 

around school, which they represented through paintings and 

collage. What a busy month, well done me hearties! 

 

 

Reception 
Spring has really sprung in Reception this month. After reading the 

well-loved book 'Dear Zoo' the children wrote letters to London 

Zoo to ask for a suitable pet. There was great excitement when 

we received a special delivery of some beautiful eggs. But what 

would emerge? 



 

 
The children were lucky enough to watch five lively ducklings 

hatch out. Both classes visited Freightliners city farm where they 

met lots of noisy farm animals; and to finish off the term, parents 

joined their children to create their own fantastical imaginary pet 

dragon.  

 

Year 1 

 
What could be better than a topic about Toys?  We started by 

setting up our own class museum, for which the children wrote 

fact files about our favourite toys and explained our exhibits to 

visitors.  The children have compared toys from the past and the 

present and enjoyed classroom visits from parents who shared the 



 

toys their parents and grandparents played with (including 

William’s dad’s electric train set from the 1940s).  We’ve read 

stories about toys and used these as the inspiration for some 

excellent story writing.  But the highlight of the term must surely 

be the first Year 1 assemblies, based on the classic children’s 

stories, The Velveteen Rabbit and While We Were Sleeping.  Who 

knew toys get up to so much mischief when we’re in bed! 

 

Year 2 

 
The circus topic really came to life this week as all the children’s 

hard work and dedication to circus training came to fruition with a 

performance from the Year 2 Circus Troupe. The circus was one 

of the most joyful and colourful around, with a wide range of acts 

including plate spinning; clowns and mime artists; a terrifying high 

wire act and the death defying ‘Ring of Fire’. Yaman thrilled his 

audience by performing a magic trick in which he produced a real 

snake from his top hat and our ringmasters kept things moving 

with some lively banter. With popcorn for the audience and 

terrific music, this was a circus to remember! 

 

Year 3 

 
As part of our topic on polar exploration, the children worked 

with Flo and Rafe to make a life-size igloo out of milk cartons - an 

excellent way to recycle and a fun place to hang out!  The class 

has also been doing investigative activities with magnets, such as 



 

making an anti gravity machine - making a paperclip hover in mid 

air and homo-polar motors.   

 

 
 

 

Year 4 

 
Year 4 has really enjoyed its flight topic this half term, but 

particularly fabulous was our trip to the London Wetland Centre 

last week on a gloriously sunny day. It's hard to believe that such a 

wonderful wetland habitat exists so close to central London, with 

water and reeds spread in all directions, shimmering in the sunlight 

and teeming with wildlife. The children attended an outdoor 

workshop given by an expert ornithologist, visited hides dotted 

throughout the centre and used binoculars to spot and identify so 

many different birds including black capped gulls, a jay and a red 

kite. Everyone loved it! 

 

  



 

Year 5 

 
As part of our topic ‘Highgate N6’, Year 5 enjoyed their stroll 

through Highgate Village in the sunshine. The children learnt about 

the old ‘high gate’ toll at The Gatehouse; walked down Swains 

(swine) Lane where pigs were once driven to market, and 

discovered local luminaries buried in Highgate Cemetery. In DT, 

our Highgate High Street was re-created as each child individually 

made their own shop front.  

 

Year 6 

 
In the penultimate week of this half term, Year 6 attended the 

annual Haringey Book Awards at Alexandra Palace.  The children 

thoroughly enjoyed their preparation for this event, which 

involved reading six children's books by brilliant authors, many of 

whom are local to our area.  We voted for our favourite book 

ahead of the day and waited with baited breath for the ultimate 

winner.  Jack Meggit-Phillips won for his book ‘The Beast and the 

Bethany’.  It was a popular choice and we are inclined to agree 

that it was the funniest children's book of 202.  It was very 

exciting to attend the formal award ceremony in the Alexandra 

Palace Theatre - a fitting venue for what has become a very 

prestigious award.   

 

  



 

Adult Art Room Workshops 

 
Next term, we are launching a programme of art workshops for 

adults at Highgate Primary that will include sculpture, 

photography, leatherwork, jewellery, bookbinding and more. Do 

look out for more information at the beginning of next term. 

 

PSA News 

One World  

Friday 22 April. 6.30 - 8.30pm 

Everyone is looking forward to our whole school celebration of 

the wonderful cultural diversity in our community. Please bring a 

dish of your favourite international food to share on the 

evening. This year, all proceeds will go to Save the Children’s 

Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 

 

Auction of Promises  

Friday 20 May 

The PSA are excited to be organising this big fundraising event 

again and they need your help. If you can offer a ‘promise’ - 

anything from dog walking and cake making, to weekend breaks 

and gig tickets (and everything in between that you think others 

would like to bid on) - please email Highgatepri.psa@gmail.com 

 

Important Dates 
 

Tuesday 19th April Summer 1 begins 

 

Friday 22nd April  One World Evening 

 

Friday 20th May Auction of Promises 

 

w/c Monday 30th May  Half Term 

 

Monday 6th June  

 

Summer 2 begins 

Monday 20th June  

 

Inset Day – School Closed 

Saturday 2nd July 

 

Summer Fair 

Thursday 21st July 

1.30 pm 

End of Summer Term  
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I hope you all have a restful and joyful Easter break. We look 

forward to seeing you for the Summer Term.  

 

With best wishes 

 

William 
 

William Dean 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

Facebook    Twitter 

                                    
@HighgatePrimarySchoolLondon                 @HighgatePri 


