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9th September 2021 
 

Dear parents,                                                                 
Year 3 Class Newsletter    

Autumn 1  
 
Welcome to Year 3!  We are so happy to welcome all the children to the juniors (lower Key Stage 2). It is 
an exciting year with fantastic topics.  Your children have already made a very positive and enthusiastic 
start. 
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term looks at the worlds of palaeontology and archaeology, with a focus on dinosaurs 
and Earth’s early human inhabitants. The children will study the dinosaur age, exploring what the Earth 
looked like, what animals and plants lived at the time and how to identify the different kinds of dinosaur. 
They will explore how we know about dinosaurs and how we have made deductions about the lives of 
Stone Age and Iron Age humans from clues they left us.  This topic is one of a series of units that places 
periods of history in the context of time. It’s a firm favourite among the children (and us)! 
 
English: writing 
We start the half term by looking at non-chronological reports about a dinosaur species, including writing a 
‘Spotter’s Guide to Dinosaurs’. We’ll discuss a wide range of non-fiction books about dinosaurs and identify 
how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning. We’ll then move on to stories with 
historical settings by reading ‘Stone Age Boy’ and writing our own prehistoric tales. We will discuss how 
differences in time and place are represented and record ideas when planning, writing and drafting stories, 
creating settings, characters and plot that evoke daily life during the Stone Age. Our final unit will have a 
poetry focus. We will recognise some different forms of poetry and associated language features (e.g. 
expanded noun phrases, word play, alliteration, similes and onomatopoeia) and write our own dinosaur 
poems. 
 
English: reading 
Please continue to read aloud at home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, and to talk to 
them about their understanding of what they read. Your comments in the children’s Reading Records are 
very useful to us, so please continue to write in them on a weekly basis.  We are happy to suggest books if 
you need ideas. 
 
The Highgate Primary Reading Adventure will continue in Year 3 with 20 new and exciting texts especially 
chosen for them to read at school.  They cover a wonderful range of genre and levels of difficulty.  By the 
end of Year 3 we hope your child will have read all or most of them and will be a super confident reader. 
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Maths 
In Maths this half term, we will be focusing on a solid understanding of the number system including place 
value and the manipulation of numbers through addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  
Please ensure your child uses their T T Rockstars account every weekday for 15 minutes.  Knowing their 
times tables will make a huge difference to your child’s confidence in Maths. 
  
PE 
This year, the children will have two PE lessons on Monday and Friday. As we will be having PE lessons 
outside, please ensure your child has a change of clothes that are appropriate for the weather and time of 
year.  They need a T-shirt, shorts or tracksuit trousers, socks and trainers or plimsolls in their PE kit. Their 
named PE kit bag can stay on the children’s pegs and be taken home at the end of each half term. A 
waterproof top layer is also a good idea. 
 
Music 
The children will have a music lesson with Hilla each week.  She will be working through contemporary 
styles of music with them this half term starting with Reggae.  
 
Labelled clothing and lost property 
Please ensure that all clothing your child might take off, especially coats, jumpers, cardigans and zip ups, are 
clearly labelled with their name and class so that misplaced items can be returned to their owner.  Children 
are expected to try to look after their own possessions.   
 
Water bottles 
The drinking fountains are not operational at the moment, so it is essential that your child brings in a water 
bottle, labelled with their name and class, so they can hydrate throughout the day.   
 
Break time snack 
In Year 3 your child will not be provided with a snack to eat at break time.  Please send them in with a 
healthy snack: plain rice cakes, plain oatcakes, plain popcorn, bread sticks, a low sugar cereal bar (many 
have high proportions of sugar and salt) or a piece of fruit or vegetable.  
 
Shout out for newspaper  
As part of our DT lessons in topic we will be making dinosaurs from papier mache. Please can children 
bring in newspapers over the next 2 weeks? You can often pick up free ones from your nearest tube 
station. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be set on Google Classrooms every Friday and will be marked the following week. A photo 
of your child’s work should be uploaded to Google Classroom by the following Wednesday. Google 
Classrooms logins will be sent out soon but will be the same as last year.  
 
Key Dates 
We will be going to the Natural History Museum on Thursday 23rd September. We will send out an 
email nearer the time with details and to invite parent volunteers. On Thursday 21st October, as part of 
our topic on Hinduism, we will be visiting Bhaktivedanta Manor in Hertfordshire. Again, details will follow. 
 
That’s it for now. Please do get in touch with any questions or comments, or to arrange a meeting in 
person. J 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 3 Team 
 


