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     8th September 2021 
Year 2 Newsletter 

Autumn 1 
 
Dear parents, 
 
Welcome to Year 2! It has been wonderful to see how happily the children have returned to school and 
how quickly they have settled in. Thank you for your patience with the new drop-off and collection 
routines, which are becoming more efficient every day. 
 
We are really looking forward to working with your children over this important year, helping them to 
make as much progress as possible, whilst enjoying a stimulating, fun and exciting curriculum. Your role in 
this is extremely important and we would like to work in partnership with you to achieve these goals. 
 
Topic 
Our first topic of the year is ‘The Animal Kingdom’. We began with Safari Pete giving the children a 
memorable and very hands-on introduction to a range of animals including a snowy owl, a tarantula, a tree 
frog, two snakes, a bearded dragon and even a crocodile. Over the half term we will investigate the animals 
that live in a range of different local habitats, including the school, the allotment, Highgate Woods and 
Hampstead Heath. The children will explore the concept of life, discussing the differences between living 
things, dead things and things that have never lived. They will find out about the conditions that are 
required to enable animals to live, including identifying the different plants within each habitat that support 
life.  We will take a philosophical approach to discuss our changing world and the effect it has on wildlife, as 
well as the relationship between human and animal: the role of zoos and the difference between wild 
animals and pets.  Finally, the children will practise the classification of animals. 
 
English: writing and phonics 
The topic introduces children to a range of animal stories, including animals in familiar settings and 
traditional tales. We will begin the term by looking at a range of instruction texts, including the Usborne 
books ‘Looking After Cats and Kittens’ and ‘Looking After Dogs and Puppies’, which will prepare the 
children to then create their own instruction booklets on how to look after their chosen pet. The children 
will then explore the texts of Judith Kerr, including the ‘Mog’ books and ‘The Tiger who came to Tea’. We 
will be exploring how these stories are structured and using them as models for our own writing. Our final 
text type will be traditional stories, in which we will look at the well-known tale, ‘Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears’, and an alternative version, ‘Me and You’ by Anthony Browne, which will inspire the children to 
create their own version of a traditional story.   
 
Throughout the half term, we will be revising the children’s knowledge of the Phase 5 phonics which they 
learnt last year, ensuring that any gaps which may have developed during lockdown are addressed and 
helping children make more accurate choices between alternative spellings, as well as focusing on high 
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frequency words. In handwriting, we will revise the correct formation of letters before continuing to 
develop the children’s joined-up writing.  
 
English: reading 
The children will continue to read in school on a regular basis, whether independently, in a guided group, 
or as a whole class, as well as having stories read to them. They will continue to develop their reading 
fluency but will increasingly focus on understanding more complex texts at a deeper level. Each week, 
children will take home a book appropriate for their current reading level. Please read with them, and talk 
about what they have read, for at least 20 minutes every day. Starting from next week, your child will be 
bringing home a new Reading Record, which should always be kept in his/her book bag. There will be a 
quick activity or question to respond to each week in their reading record, relating to their reading book. 
 
Maths 
Our initial focus this half term, is on securing the children’s understanding of number and of how our 
number system is structured. We will develop children’s knowledge of place value in numbers to 100 by 
reading, writing, representing, estimating, comparing and ordering them. Later in the half term, we will 
recap addition and subtraction, applying known number facts to reasoning word problems. In mental Maths, 
we will strengthen children’s ability to count forwards and backwards in ones, twos, fives and tens and to 
recall these times tables, whilst also securing their knowledge of pairs of numbers which add up to 10 and 
their fluency in adding and subtracting single-digit numbers. 
 
Other subjects 
Our specialist music teacher, Hilla, will teach music lessons this year. This half term the children will be 
exploring The Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saens and after half term they will have the opportunity to 
learn to play the recorder. The children will also begin to learn Mandarin this year, with one short lesson 
each week with Han Lao Shi.  
 
PE 
The sports focus this half term is on fundamental ball skills including throwing and catching, rolling, hitting a 
target, dribbling with both hands and feet, and kicking a ball.  In the gym, the children will focus on 
gymnastics and dance, exploring space and simple movement. 
 
PE Days  2KI: Wednesday & Friday  2EH: Tuesday & Friday 
 
PE Kit 
Children should bring in a PE kit, including suitable clothes, plimsolls or trainers and socks to be left on 
their pegs and taken home to wash when required. 
 
Trips and visits 
We have some very exciting trips planned for this half term, starting with a day trip to London Zoo on 
Monday 20th September and a Pond Dipping visit to Hampstead Heath in October (exact dates to be 
confirmed). Further letters will be sent home shortly.  
 
 
Key Dates for the Half Term 
 
Saturday 11th September  Highgate Primary Summer Fair 2-7pm 

 
Monday 20th September Trip to London Zoo 

 
Saturday 9th October School Fireworks Display 
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Forest School 
We will be starting Forest School next week and, as always, we rely on parent volunteers to accompany us. 
Please let us know if you can help by signing up using the Google Sheets link, which will be shared on 
Google Classroom shortly. 2KI will be going to the woods on Wednesday afternoons and 2EH on Friday 
afternoons. We ask if accompanying parents could be at school by 1.15pm to help the children get ready in 
the new Forest School hut in the lower playground. Contributions of instant hot chocolate (to be made 
with hot water rather than milk) will be very gratefully received. The 2KI and 2EH Forest School groups 
are attached, along with an introduction to Forest School for anyone new to the school. 
 

Forest School Dates: Autumn 1 2021 

2KI 2EH 

Wed 15th Sept  - Badgers Fri 17th Sept - Hedgehogs 

Wed 22nd Sept - Rabbits Fri 24th Sept - Owls 

Wed 29th Sept - Badgers Fri 1st Oct - Hedgehogs 

Wed 6th Oct - Rabbits Fri 8th Oct - Owls 

Wed 13th Oct - Badgers Fri 15th Oct - Hedgehogs 

Wed 20th Oct - Rabbits Fri 22nd Oct - Owls 

 
Homework 
Homework will be set each Friday afternoon on Google Classroom with the expectation for parents to 
upload a photograph of the work or the activity by the following Wednesday. Homework books will be 
provided for children to keep at home and work in. 
 
Water bottles 
Please could children bring a water bottle into school every day, and, as the name suggests, it should 
contain water not squash or juice. 
 
Should you have any questions, concerns or information to share, we are always available for a quick chat 
before and after school; alternatively, please feel free to make an appointment for a longer meeting. 
 
Email addresses 
Kate: kate@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 
Emily: eharries1.309@lgflmail.org  
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
Kate and Emily 

 

 


