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9th September 2021 

Dear Parents,  

Year 5 Class Newsletter 

Autumn 1 

We hope you had an enjoyable summer and that your child has settled back into the swing of things and is 
now ready to officially begin Year 5!  We are looking forward to an exciting year filled with great topics. 

Teaching arrangements  

For those of you who have not yet met us, 5JS is being taught by Jen Samson and 5DC by David Calvert.  
Additional adults in Year 5 are Liz, Abdul, Dipo and Sam. 

Curriculum  

Our topic this half term is ‘A Victorian Education.’  We will be immersing ourselves in Victorian history, 
comparing the lives of rich and poor children, finding out about the horrible jobs many Victorian children 
did, and discovering all about Victorian schooling. We will end the half term with Victorian Day, where the 
classrooms, curriculum, teachers and children will go back in time!   

The Victorian theme stretches into the English curriculum.  First, the children will read Berlie Doherty’s 
wonderful book ‘Street Child’ in which Jim Jarvis, one of the original Barnardo’s boys, retells his life story. 
We then move on to study ‘Oliver Twist’, the classic Victorian novel by Charles Dickens, which we will 
both read excerpts from and watch on film.  

Other areas of the curriculum are less Victorian.  In maths, we will begin by working on the children’s 
understanding of number, focusing initially on place value, moving to addition and subtraction. Towards the 
end of the half term, we will investigate statistics and interpreting data, such as graphs. In science, we look 
at animal life cycles, focusing on how the human body develops. In PE the children will be improving their 
general, overall fitness.  Music will once again be taught by Hilla, and we have already begun our twice-
weekly Mandarin sessions. 

Reading  

Our whole school ‘Reading Adventure’ will continue in Year 5. Also, please do listen to your child read for 
20 minutes each day at home and discuss the book with them.  Nothing makes a greater impact on their 
progress in Year 5 than regular reading at home!  

Homework 

From this week onwards, we will generally set weekly English and maths homework, although sometimes 
there may be topic or project homework instead. We will post it on Google Classroom each Friday and it 
needs to be uploaded by the following Wednesday.  If your child is unable to complete their homework at 
home or needs additional support, please let us know and we will be happy to help.  
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PE 

For both classes, PE takes place this term on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Please make sure your child has a PE kit including a change of trainers in school. It is worth mentioning that 
the children will be expected to take part in PE lessons (and go out to break) even if there is light rain. 
Therefore, please ensure that your child has an appropriate waterproof layer to put on for such occasions.  

 
Clothing 
With classrooms having to have windows and doors open at all times, the temperature in the classroom 
will change as the weather cools.  Please make sure your child brings plenty of layers of warm clothes.  
 
Medication 
If your child needs an inhaler, epi-pen or any other prescribed medication then please hand this to their 
class teacher with instructions.  It is your responsibility to make sure that it remains in date and hasn’t run 
out. We are unable to administer non-prescribed medication. 
 
Nut allergies 
It is important to make sure that any food your child brings in to school is completely nut-free.  
 
Lost property 
Please make sure all clothing and possessions are clearly labelled. 

Key Dates  

Saturday 11th September 2-7pm Summer Fair 

Friday 24th September 5JS Class Assembly 

Friday 1st October 5DC Class Assembly 

Friday 9th October (evening) Fireworks   

Wednesday 20th October Harvest Assembly 

Friday 22nd October Last Day of Half Term  

 

We hope that your child has a very successful year with us in Year 5. If at any time you wish to discuss 
matters concerning your child, either leave a message with the office or email. We will endeavour to 
respond within 2 working days of receiving your email but as we check emails daily, we will respond more 
rapidly in urgent circumstances. 

Jen: jsamson4.309@lgflmail.org.uk 

David: dcalvert1.309@lgflmail.org.uk 

 

With best wishes,  

 

The Year 5 Team  


