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13th September 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

Year 6 Class Newsletter 

Autumn 1 

 

We hope you had a great summer and your child has enjoyed the start to Year 6.  

Teaching arrangements 

For those of you who have not yet met us, Year 6 is taught by Rob Burgess, Rhoda Pennington, Emma 
Healy and Billie-Jean Daniels. We are also very lucky to be supported by Alpha and Randa. Children will 
start every day in their normal class. For English and Maths, however, we will mix the classes up to give 
children an experience of learning in a different environment. These will be mixed ability groups and not 
streamed. In the afternoon, children will return to their normal classes.  

 

English and Topic 

The topic this half term will be ‘Pendarren’. We will be investigating the physical and human geography of 
the Brecon Beacons which we plan to visit in February. The topic also incorporates looking at the world’s 
most significant mountain ranges, investigating their formation and features as well as exploring how they 
have become a focus for outward bound and adventurous activities.  

In English, we will be writing adventure stories set in the mountains and composing persuasive letters asking 
for better protection of our National Parks. The half term will culminate in the children writing a biography 
of Tenzing Norgay who, together with Edmund Hillary, was the first climber to reach the summit of Mount 
Everest.  

 

Maths 

In Maths, we will start by revisiting and reinforcing the children’s understanding of place value. We will then 
move on to looking at negative numbers, factors, prime numbers, multiples and written methods. We are 
often asked what children can do at home to help them in class. Times Tables Rockstars is a fantastic 
resource to help children recall their times tables within 2-3 seconds. If your child does not know their 
tables up to 12x12 off by heart, please build in time at home to practise using TT Rockstars. It’ll make a 
huge difference to their confidence in class.  
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Science 

In science this half term we will be looking at classification and how and why plants and animals belong to 
certain groups.  

 

Reading and SPAG 

Most mornings will start with independent reading time when children will be working their way through 
the Year 6 Reading Adventure books. The expectation for all Year 6 children is to also read for at least 30 
minutes a day at home and we’re already delighted to see how much the children enjoy reading for 
pleasure.  

Quiet Reading will be followed by a Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar lesson.  This term we will be 
looking at: 

• Synonyms and antonyms (for example, big, large, little). 
• Understanding and use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence (for 

example, ‘I broke the window in the greenhouse’ versus ‘The window in the greenhouse was broken.’). 
• Use of commas, dashes and brackets. 

 

Mandarin 

Both classes will have regular Mandarin lessons taught by Rhoda.  We will be working to prepare the 
children for Youth China Test One which we aim for them to sit in May. 

 

PE 

In PE we will be working on fitness and football. We will have PE on Thursday and Friday afternoons with 
Alpha and Dario. We want children to have as much time as possible being active, so please send your child 
in to school on PE days wearing trainers and appropriate clothing so that they don’t have to change prior 
to PE lessons. If you would prefer your child to get changed, then they can do so at lunchtime. Some 
children will notice that they need to start wearing deodorant this year, especially on PE days! 

 

Clothing 
For maximum ventilation we will be keeping classroom windows and doors open at all times.  This means 
the temperature in the classroom will become an issue as the weather changes.  Please make sure your 
child brings plenty of layers of warm clothes and is prepared for being outside for break times and PE 
lessons even in light rain!  
 
Medication 
If your child needs an inhaler, epi-pen or any other medication then please hand this to either of us with 
instructions and fill in the appropriate medical form for the office if you haven’t done so already.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure that it remains in date and hasn’t run out.   
 
Nut allergies 
It is important to make sure that any food your child brings in to school is completely nut-free.  
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Homework 

This Friday we will be assigning homework. This will typically be a combination of work on a mathematics 
website called MyMaths, a spelling investigation and a topic-based task. Homework will be set via Google 
Classroom.  Children can either complete any written part of the homework in their homework book or 
they can submit through Google Classroom.  All login details for your child’s TT Rockstars, MyMaths, and 
Google Classroom access will be stuck on the front inside cover of their homework book. 

 
SATS 
In May, children in Year 6 sit Statutory Assessment Tests in Maths, Reading and SPAG. Writing is assessed 
based upon work done in the classroom over the course of the year. At the moment, the tests are 
scheduled to take place on the week beginning Monday 9th May. We will hold a meeting to discuss these in 
more detail in the Spring Term.  
 
Pendarren Residential Trip 
We have booked to take the year group for a residential trip to Pendarren in the Brecon Beacons from 7th- 
11th February inclusive.  This is, of course, subject to government guidelines and we will be reviewing our 
risk assessment of the trip nearer the time.  We hope to hold a meeting with you at the beginning of 
November when things will hopefully be a little clearer.  
 

We hope that your child has a very successful year with us in Year 6. If at any time you wish to discuss 
matters concerning your child, it’s best to either leave a message with the office or email us. We endeavor 
to respond within 2 working days of receiving your email but rest assured we do check emails daily and will 
respond more rapidly in urgent circumstances. 

 

Rhoda: rpennington2.309@lgflmail.org 

Rob: rburgess6.309@lgflmail.org 

 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Rob, Rhoda, Emma and Billie  

 

 


