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3rd November 2021 

 

Dear parents, 

Year 1 Newsletter 

Autumn 2 

Welcome back to a new half term!  The children seem well-rested and full of energy for the weeks ahead, 
and have settled straight back into their Year 1 routines.  During this half term, we will be continuing with a 
timetable which is similar to the Reception model.  As in Autumn 1, we will teach short sessions in English 
and Phonics every morning and Maths in the afternoons, followed by a mixture of adult- and child-led 
activities indoors and out in the Peace Garden and on the Outdoor Stage.  There will also be topic sessions 
and activities covering, for example, Science, History, Geography, Computing, Art and PE.   
 
Celebrations 
Our new topic is Celebrations, which we launched yesterday with a very exciting focus on Bonfire Night!  
The children acted out the story of the Gunpowder Plot, produced sparkly, glittery firework art, and 
enjoyed their own ‘Bonfire Night’ in the Peace Garden, complete with sparklers and a firework display.  
Over the next few weeks we will explore other celebrations, including birthdays, weddings, cultural events 
and religious festivals.  The timing of the topic allows a specific focus on festivals of light, including Diwali, 
Hanukkah, Chinese New Year and Christmas.  It builds on the children’s own experiences of celebration, 
both at home and at school, and looks at children’s experiences of celebrations across a range of religions 
and cultures.  We are hoping to be able to welcome visitors into school, so if you would like to share how 
your family celebrates a festival from your religion or culture, please do let us know.  The topic includes 
many opportunities for learning about RE, History and Art, and in Science we will also be looking at how 
the seasons change over the course of a year. 
 
English: writing 
We will start with News writing in the first week, giving the children the opportunity to write about what 
they did during half term.  Our focus the next week is on poetry.  We will read ‘Firework Night’ by 
Andrew Collett and use it as a basis for writing our own poems with a similar pattern.  In the following 
weeks, we move on to look at stories from other cultures, including ‘So Much’ by Trish Cook and ‘Bringing 
the Rain to Kapiti Plain’, which we use as models for the children’s own writing.  We finish the term with 
another look at instruction writing, linking this to a real-life purpose by writing instructions to make festive 
decorations.  Throughout the term, we will continue to practise correct letter formation and to develop 
the children’s sentence skills, in order for them to produce grammatically correct and well-punctuated 
sentences of increasing complexity.  
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English: reading and phonics 
In Phonics, we will be revisiting Phase 3 digraphs and trigraphs (where one sound is represented by two or 
three letters) as well as introducing alternative ways of spelling sounds.  We will also be practising reading  
and spelling Common Exception Words (those frequently used words which break the phonic rules.)  In 
Reading, the children will work on applying this knowledge to decode more complex texts and to read with 
greater fluency, whilst also developing their comprehension skills.  Please read with your child as often as 
you can: hearing your child read at home, reading to them for pleasure, and talking to them about the 
books makes a huge difference to how fast they progress.  Please continue to leave us a comment in the 
reading record at least once a week and send it in with your child in their book bag every Wednesday.  

 

Maths 
We begin the term by further exploring subtraction.  We will be exploring different ways of subtracting, 
such as counting back on a number line and finding the difference by comparing groups of objects.  We’ll 
then move onto a different area of Maths: shape.  We will be exploring both 2D and 3D shapes: naming, 
constructing, drawing and sorting them.  It’s going to be lots of fun!  We then return to Number to extend 
the children’s understanding of numbers to 20, including representing numbers using objects and pictures 
and finding one more and one less than numbers to 20.  Finally, we spend some time comparing groups of 
objects and practise ordering groups of objects and numbers in size order.  Any practise you can do at 
home would be fantastic, such as counting forward and backwards from different numbers within 20, 
ordering numbers etc, and will really help develop the children’s fluency.  

 

Other Subjects: 

Music:  This term we will be having a Singing Assembly with Hilla each week, in preparation for a 
Christmas Concert.  Full details to follow.  

PE:  Please make sure your child is wearing appropriate clothing.  The days remain the same:  
1LJ:  Monday and Wednesday 
1RG:  Tuesday and Thursday 

 

Forest School:  We are looking forward to more Forest School sessions in Highgate Woods this half 
term (see end of letter for a reminder of dates.)  As it gets colder, please make sure that your child comes 
to school on those days dressed appropriately, with thick socks, gloves and a hat for chillier days.  It is also 
likely to become considerably muddier, so please do send your child in with wellies on their Forest School 
days, or leave a pair in school with us.  Thank you very much to all of you who have volunteered to help by 
coming to the woods.  Thank you also for your donations of hot chocolate – we have plenty at the 
moment and will let you know if we need more supplies.  However, we would love some more milk-free 
hot chocolate powder for our dairy-free children.  Your help is really appreciated and allows the sessions 
to go ahead.   

 

Please see key dates and more Forest School details below.   

 

With best wishes, 

 

The Year 1 Team 
Louise, Emma and Rachael 
Rose and Alena  
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Dates for your diary 

Flu Immunisations   Tuesday 9th November   

Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 24th November 4-6pm 

Thursday 25th November 6-8pm 

INSET Day – school closed to children  Friday 26th November 

Highgate Primary Winter Fair Saturday 4th December 

Christmas Concert w/c 6th December – details TBC 

End of term  Friday 17th December – 1.30pm 

 

 

Forest School dates for Autumn 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1LJ - Mondays 1RG - Thursdays 

Squirrels 8th November Rabbits 11th November 

Owls 15th November Foxes  18th November 

Squirrels 22rd November Rabbits   25th November 

Owls 29th November Foxes   2nd December 


