
 

 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 

 
 
 

  
                                                                  2nd November 2021 

 
Year 2 Newsletter 

Autumn 2 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The second half of the Autumn Term is always very busy and with a fantastic topic, a trip, class assemblies 
and Christmas celebrations, it promises to be lots of fun too. 
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘The Great Fire of London’ and we got off to a great start with our in-day today. 
The children (especially those with elder siblings) shared their existing knowledge and we then drew up a 
list of questions we had about the Great Fire. Next we imagined we were working in Thomas Farriner’s 
bakery and made and baked delicious bread rolls. Luckily we remembered to check the oven was off when 
we had finished baking. The children also created some very striking collages of wooden Tudor houses 
burning in the flames. It was amazing how much the children had learnt by the end of one day! 
 
The topic has a strong historical focus and the children will be learning about the causes, events and 
consequences of the fire, as well as investigating the life of the diarist Samuel Pepys. They will be looking at 
how we can find out about the past from a range of sources, and evaluating different interpretations of 
these dramatic events by putting historical characters, including the King’s Baker, Thomas Farriner, on trial 
for causing them. In Design and Technology we will be building models of the wooden houses, which fed 
the great fire, before re-enacting the fire itself! In RE we will study the importance of St. Paul’s Cathedral to 
the Anglican community in London, the significance of symbolism within places of worship, and their role as 
a refuge in times of crisis. Our Science learning will involve understanding how the properties of different 
materials lend themselves to different uses, and we will also examine the ways in which some diseases 
spread – and what we, ourselves, can do to control them. 
 
English: writing and phonics 
We begin with a unit of poetry, ‘Patterns on a Page’, which involves the reading, analysing, writing and 
performing of poems on the subject of fire, as well as honing our drama skills through the two class 
assemblies. Two further units follow: the first is a study of information texts, looking at how they are 
organised in a way which makes them clear and easy to follow, culminating in creating our own books 
which present the results of our study of the Great Fire; the second, based around the famous diary of 
Samuel Pepys, will lead to the children writing their own diary entries in character as eye-witnesses to the 
Fire. The children will continue to develop their grammatical knowledge, with particular focuses on the past 
tense, the use of subordination (because, although, while, until, etc.) and of correct grammatical 
terminology, such as noun, adjective, verb and adverb. In handwriting, they will continue to progress 
towards (or, in some cases, perfect) cursive (joined-up) script. Our phonics learning involves studying the 
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rules for past tense verbs, as well as continuing to focus on making correct choices between different ways 
of spelling a sound, and learning the spellings of common exception words.  
 
English: reading 
Reading in school will continue as before, with each child working either in a guided group or as a whole 
class at least once a week. We are also encouraging daily, independent reading through our Reading 
Adventure initiative. Please continue to read at home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, and 
to talk to them about their understanding of what they read. Thank you for leaving comments in Reading 
Records and returning them in book bags.  It really helps us to know what the children think about the 
books they have been reading and how they have got on with them and to set targets accordingly. It is 
really helpful if the children can bring their Book Bags including their Reading Records into school each day. 
This gives us the flexibility to be able to collect the books in, read the comments and choose a new book 
to send home, whenever we have a spare moment. Thank you! 
 
Phonics screener 
You may be aware of the Phonics Screener Check, which children usually take in the summer term of Year 
1. They sound out and read 40 words; 20 real words e.g. park, slide, jumper and 20 ‘alien’ words e.g. splog, 
queep, froip. It is designed to assess the children’s ability to segment words, identify digraphs, trigraphs and 
split-digraphs and blend sounds correctly to read a word. As a result of Covid-19, the Phonics Screener 
didn’t go ahead last summer, so all Year 2 children are now required to complete the check this half term. 
From experience, we know that children really enjoy having 10 minutes of one-to-one time with their 
teacher to read the 40 words and we make sure it feels like a celebration of their reading, rather than a 
test. Any children who don’t quite reach the pass mark will be re-checked in the Summer Term. We will be 
preparing the children for the check in our phonics lessons and will let parents know, individually, if we 
would like them to support their children further at home. 
 
Maths 
After a focus last half term on securing the children’s understanding of number and of how our number 
system is structured, we are now concentrating on using this understanding to develop the children’s 
calculation skills with addition and subtraction. Later in the half term, we will be exploring money before 
moving on to multiplication and division. The children will learn how to calculate mathematical statements 
for multiplication within the multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (x) and equals (=) 
signs.  They will also begin to solve problems involving multiplication, using materials, repeated addition, 
mental methods, and multiplication facts, including problems in contexts. 
 
Other subjects 
In indoor PE, we will be focusing on Team Building with the children cooperating and communicating in 
small groups to solve problems. In outside PE, we will be playing invasion games, learning to support 
teammates and developing skills of gaining possession, scoring and stopping goals.  The children will 
continue to have weekly music lessons with Hilla and Mandarin with Han Lao Shi. 
 
There will be one Forest School session for each group, so please make a note of the date and make sure 
your child comes dressed for an afternoon outdoors, with wellies or suitable shoes in a labelled bag. As 
ever, please volunteer to join us, if possible.  We also really appreciate your donations of instant hot 
chocolate (that can be made with water) and your help washing up cups and flasks and hanging up the 
waterproof clothing in the Forest School Cabin. Thank you!  
 
It may be that we can schedule in further Forest School afternoons later in the half term, but this will 
depend on what kind of Christmas Performance we are able to put on, and how much time we will need to 
spend preparing for it. We will let you know as soon as possible. 
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Break Time snacks 
Just to clarify that in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, fruit is provided for children every day. The class fruit 
bowls are taken outside during morning break and children are encouraged to help themselves. From Year 
3 and upwards fruit is no longer provided so children are able to bring in a piece of fruit from home if they 
wish. A number of children in Year 2 are bringing in snacks from home, often substantial ones, and eating 
these at break time instead. If you do choose to send something in from home, please ensure it is only a 
piece of fruit or vegetable, rather than anything else. Thank you.  
 
Forest School Dates 
Fri 12th Nov   2EH Hedgehogs 
Wed 17th Nov   2KI Badgers 
Wed 24th Nov   2KI Rabbits 
Fri 3rd Dec   2EH Owls 
 
Other Important Dates 
Fri 5th Nov   Great Fire of London Walking Trip to the Monument and St Paul’s  
Fri 12th Nov   2KI Assembly 
Fri 19th Nov   2EH Assembly 
Weds 24th Nov   Parent Consultation Meetings 
Thurs 25th Nov   Parent Consultation Meetings  
Fri 26th Nov   Inset Day – School closed to children  
Sat 4th Dec   Highgate Primary Winter Fair   
W/c 6th Dec   Christmas shows (tbc) 
Fri 17th Dec   Break up for Christmas holiday 1.30pm 
 
We look forward to working together to supporting the children’s learning in this exciting half term. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Kate, Emily, Faye and Ashleigh 
 

 

 

 

 


