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2nd November 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

Reception Class Newsletter  

Autumn 2 

Welcome back to our second half term!  It has been lovely to see how happy and excited the children have 
been about coming into school.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Into the Woods’ and we have lots of exciting activities planned for the next few 
weeks. For the majority of the day the children will be playing and learning independently in the classrooms 
and outside and taking part in art activities in the art area. We come to the carpet four times a day for 
short whole-class interactive teaching sessions: English first thing, phonics before lunch, maths after lunch 
and stories and songs at home time. 

 

English 

This week we will be enjoying the ‘Percy the Park Keeper’ stories and our new role-play areas: a woodland 
café, Percy’s woodland hut and his workshop shed. We will be re-telling and re-enacting the stories, 
learning the names of all the animals, matching animal names and pictures and starting to write some words 
and simple sentences about Percy and the animals. We will be exploring lots more woodland stories over 
the coming weeks including ‘Owl Babies’, ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. 

 

Phonics 

In phonics we are starting to learn the letter names and their sounds. We are listening to the sounds, 
thinking of words and names that start with the same sound, identifying the letter and beginning to write it. 
The children are particularly enjoying learning the songs and actions for each letter. If you would like, you 
can find the Jolly Phonics songs on Spotify or YouTube and sing along with your children. We will be 
introducing around four new letters a week. This week we are learning s a t p.  As we learn more letter 
sounds (phonemes) we will be able to start blending them – putting them together to make words e.g. p-a-t 
pat, s-a-t sat.  If phonics is unfamiliar to you, please be reassured that we are on hand to answer any 
questions you may have, and we will also be offering a parent-friendly explanation of our approach to 
teaching letters and sounds in the near future. 
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Maths 

This half term we are focusing on estimation and counting. The children learn to recognise numerals and to 
count out objects accurately using one-to-one correspondence (the concept of saying one number for each 
object as we count them). We will also be exploring patterns and arrangements of familiar objects.   

 

Guided Reading 

From this week, we will read with every child, in a small group, once a week. This is called ‘guided reading’. 
We will spend lots of time looking at the pictures in the books and discussing what we can find out from 
them. As the children’s phonic knowledge increases, we will be able to focus more on the letters - 
especially the first letter of each word - and ‘sound out’ and read more of the words. The children will also 
begin to develop their inference skills (the use of pictures, context and their own experience to understand 
aspects of a story that are not explicitly stated) and will discuss what they think might happen next and 
why.  

 

Reading books and Home reading records 

We will update you weekly on your child’s progress in their home reading record and we will also send a 
book home for you to read with your child. At this stage most children will not yet be able to read the 
words, but they will be able to talk about the book with you and recognise some letters and even simple 
words. Please don’t feel you have to read the school book every night, but please do make time to enjoy a 
book or two with your child every evening.  

We would really appreciate a short comment from you in the reading record each week and please do let 
us know if there are any books you’re reading at home that your child is particularly enjoying. 

 

Book bags 

It is great that so many of you are bringing book bags every day.  We ask that everyone does their best to 
bring the book bag, reading book and reading record into school each day. This will make it much easier for 
us as it will allow us to be flexible about when we read with your child.  It also means newsletters, forms 
and other communications are less likely to get lost. 

 

Homework 

We hope you have enjoyed the reception homework activities.  We will continue to upload a new activity 
to the Google Classroom each Friday.  It will reflect what we have been learning that week and will help 
give you an idea of what your children are doing at school. Please support your child with the activity and 
upload your child’s homework to the Google Classroom by the following Wednesday, to give us an 
opportunity to respond.   
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Woods Trip Monday 29th November 

We have our first Reception trip planned for this half term – a Gruffalo Hunt in Highgate Woods! More 
information about this trip will follow, but we will meet at school at 9.00 am as usual, walk to the woods, 
go Gruffalo hunting and have a hot chocolate before walking back to school in time for lunch. We will need 
some parent volunteers to accompany us on this trip.  Details of how many volunteers we need and how 
to volunteer will be shared nearer the time. 

 

Nature Kitchen 

The children are really enjoying cooking with acorns, conkers, barley, pumpkin, herbs and leaves in our 
outdoor Nature Kitchen. We are always grateful for donations of new ingredients to keep our kitchen well 
stocked! 

 

Lost Property 

Please put your child’s name in coats, hats and any other clothing that is likely to get lost.  This really helps 
us to return clothes to you when they are found around the school. 

 

Key Dates 

Flu Immunisations   Tuesday 9th November   

Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 24th November 4-6pm 

Thursday 25th November 6-8pm 

INSET Day – school closed to children  Friday 26th November 

Woods Trip Monday 29th November 

Highgate Primary Winter Fair Saturday 4th December 

End of term  Friday 17th December – 1.30pm 

 

Thank you for all your support. 

With very best wishes  

 

The Reception Team 

 

 


