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Spring 1  

 
 
Dear parents, 
 
Welcome to 2022! We hope that you have had a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas break and are feeling 
rejuvenated and ready for the term ahead. 
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is called ‘On the Move’ and is based around a study of different modes of 
transport. We have launched our topic by making air-powered balloon cars and looking at maps of both the 
local area and the school. We have also carried out a traffic survey on North Hill, examined the 
environment impact of different forms of transport and invented our own eco-friendly vehicles. This topic 
will cover how to stay safe when travelling and includes lots of opportunities to both read and create maps 
– of routes travelled, of local transportation, and (linked to our work in English) of imaginary journeys and 
lands. We look back at how our local transport has changed over time and, next half term, widen the focus 
through a visit to the London Transport Museum to see its wonderful collection of vehicles through the 
ages (the old buses are favourites of ours!). In Computing, we will code floor robots to navigate a path and 
learn about digital citizenship and e-safety. Finally, a lot of time within the topic will be devoted to Design 
Technology. The children will design, make and evaluate their own vehicle from fruit and vegetables! 
 
English: writing and phonics 
This half term the children will cover three text-types. We begin with instruction texts, before writing their 
own instructions on how to construct a fruit vehicle. After that, the children will study the exciting genre of 
adventure stories; a chance for the children to harness their imagination in developing and writing a longer 
narrative, based partly on the story ‘Miranda the Explorer’, by James Mayhew. We will finish with a unit on 
poetry, looking at humorous poetry that plays with language, including riddles, tongue twisters and 
nonsense poems. While working on these different types of text, the children will be developing their 
grammatical and punctuation skills, including a focus on the use of prepositions, as well as further 
development of their use of sentence and speech punctuation, apostrophes and the correct vocabulary for 
parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.). Within our Phonics sessions we are moving onto Phase 6, 
which is the final stage of the progression, which began in Nursery and Reception. This phase concentrates 
more on spelling than on reading, particularly in relation to longer words and to making the correct choices 
from alternative ways of spelling a sound. 
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English: reading 
Each child will continue to read independently each day and in a guided group, usually once a week. They 
will also participate in whole-class sessions to develop key comprehension skills. Please continue to read at 
home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day and to talk to them about their understanding of 
what they read. The children’s, and your, comments in the Reading Records are very useful to us, so please 
continue to use these on a regular basis. This does not have to be restricted to the books which we send 
home with the children but can include any other books which they choose to read as well.  
 
Maths 
In the earlier part of the half term, our main focus is on division and how it is calculated through sharing or 
grouping. Concrete resources, such as dienes and Numicon, and familiar contexts, such as sharing food or 
grouping objects, will be used to support the children’s understanding. We will also work with number 
lines, where the children can choose efficient ‘jumps’ to complete a calculation. After that, the children will 
begin learning about statistics, how to interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts and simple 
tables and compare data. Linked to our transport topic, we will also be studying how to describe 
movement mathematically, in terms of both distance and direction (left, right, clockwise, anti-clockwise, 
north, south, etc.) Finally, children will continue learning to identify, describe and draw two- and three-
dimensional shapes. In mental maths, throughout the half term we will be practising times tables (2s, 3s, 5s 
and 10s), counting forwards and backwards in different steps, number bonds to 10 and 20, adding and 
subtracting to and from two-digit numbers and doubling and halving.  
 
Forest School 
Forest School sessions will resume shortly and the dates for this are set out below. Please do let us know 
in advance if you are able to accompany us to the woods, as this helps our planning and ensures that 
sessions can go ahead. Thank you, also, for all your donations to date, as well as your invaluable help with 
hanging up waterproofs, tidying the Forest School Cabin and washing up cups and flasks - we really 
appreciate it. 
 
Other subjects 
In outdoor PE, the children will continue developing some of the key skills, such as dribbling, required for 
playing invasion games (e.g. football, netball and hockey). For indoor PE, the focus is Gymnastics and they 
will work on ways of turning, spinning and twisting, which help maintain flexibility while building core 
strength and stability. Children will also continue to learn Mandarin with Li Juan and the recorder with 
Hilla, weekly. If you haven’t done so already, please ensure your child comes into school with a named 
recorder in their book bags on Tuesdays. In Art, the children will be exploring Futurism and movement 
with Andrea in the art room. 
 
Trips 
As ever, we rely on parents volunteering on school trips – we can never have too many parent helpers! 
Unfortunately The Transport Museum has reduced its slots for school groups, so we are not able to visit 
until next half term. The Big Transport Trip is however still going ahead at the end of next week. We will 
complete an ambitious and adventurous route using various modes of transport including the underground, 
the Thames Clipper, the Emirates Airline, the DLR and bus. Wish us luck! A trip letter will follow very 
shortly. Please let us know asap if you are able to come with us. Thank you. 
 
Kate:   kate@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk   Emily:     eharries1.309@lgflmail.org 
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Key Dates for the Spring Term 
  
Fri 21st Jan 
 

The Big Transport Trip 

Fri 11th Feb                                
 

Break up for the half term holiday 

Mon 21st Feb Return to School for Spring 2 
 

Mon 14th March     
                              

Trip to London Transport Museum  
 

Fri 1st April  The Year 2 Circus Performance! 9.30 am (TBC) 
 

Fri 1st April  Break up for Easter Holidays 
 

             
              
 
Spring 1 Forest School Dates 
 
Wed 26th Jan 
 

2KI Badgers 

Fri 28th Jan 
 

2EH Hedgehog 

Wed 2nd Feb 
 

2KI Rabbits 

Fri 4th Feb 
 

2EH Owls 

     
    
PE Days 
 
2KI    Wednesday and Friday  
2EH  Tuesday and Friday 
   
Finally, we are really looking forward to welcoming Chrissie Warman back into the Year 2 teaching team 
after her maternity break. After the half term holiday, Chrissie will be teaching in 2KI on Thursdays and 
leading intervention and catch up groups in both classes on Wednesdays.     
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
Kate, Emily, Faye and Ashleigh 

 
 
 

 

 


