
 

 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgate-pri.haringey.sch.uk 

 

 
 

17th January 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Reception Class Newsletter 

Spring 1 

It has been wonderful to see how happy the children have been about coming back to school and how 
excited they are about our new topic, ‘Explorers and Adventurers’. 

The Reception Day 

Our daily routine will continue as last term with short whole-class teaching sessions, focused activities in 
small groups and plenty of time for child-led play and investigation, indoors and outdoors. We begin the day 
with English, based on one of our topic texts. We gather on the carpet again for a phonics session before 
lunch and for maths after lunch.  PE continues every Thursday.   

New this term 

New this half term is Forest School.  As you know, we go to the woods on Tuesdays (RRP) and 
Wednesdays (RTB).  There will be four Forest School sessions in total this half term, two for each group. 
We rely on regular parent volunteers for Forest School to be a success, so please continue to sign up for 
sessions if possible. 

We have started having Mandarin lessons with our volunteer teacher, Julie, and Mandarin teaching assistant, 
Angel.  The children will be learning greetings, numbers and other vocabulary through songs and short 
carpet sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday, plus Chinese calligraphy and art and crafts every morning in 
the art area. 

The children have started a new afternoon art project with Andrea. They are collaborating to create some 
colourful explorer shelters. 

English 

We have already read the fantastic book ‘The Great Explorer’ by Chris Judge and we are really enjoying 
our new role-play areas - explorer base camps - as well as the classic ‘The Snail and the Whale’, with 
‘Miranda the Explorer’ still to come. We will look at maps, atlases and the globe and by the end of the half 
term the children will each have written and illustrated their very own Explorer Book. 

Phonics 

In phonics we have been busy revising the letter names and the sounds that we learned last term and we 
are now moving on to learning the next set of sounds, which includes j, v, w, x and y, as well as ch and sh. 
We will practise blending sounds together to help with reading, and segmenting words into their separate 
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sounds to help with writing. We are beginning to learn how to read and write some ‘tricky words’ such as 
no, go, the, he and has.  

Maths 

The children have been enjoying all the work we have done in maths so far and we are enjoying seeing the 
progress they are making. 

This half term we are continuing to practise our counting in lots of different ways, including using a 
counting stick, groups of different objects and pictures.  

We are learning about the names of different 2D and 3D shapes and developing our mathematical language 
to help us describe different properties of shapes. We will also be continuing to look at repeating patterns, 
including creating our own within art activities, and using shapes to make models.  

Guided Reading 

The children are continuing to show great enthusiasm for their guided reading sessions. We are noticing 
good progress in their knowledge of different letter sounds, their ability to ‘decode’ by blending them 
together to form words and in their comprehension skills. The children are now very familiar with the idea 
of discussing books in small groups, making predictions about what might happen next, and discussing the 
characters and settings. 

Home reading 

We are continuing to send a reading book home with your child. However, please don’t feel you have to 
read the school book every night but do make time to enjoy a book or two with your child every evening.  

We would really appreciate a short comment from you in the reading record each week and please do let 
us know any books you’re reading at home that your child is particularly enjoying.  

Book bags  

Please continue to bring book bags in every day with the reading record and book inside. 

Homework 

We will continue to send an activity home with the children each Friday on Google Classroom.  This will 
reflect what we have been doing that week in school.  Please support your child with the activity and 
upload to Google Classroom for us to respond to your child and share with the class. 

Nature kitchen 

We would love some help to keep our Nature Kitchen stocked with new ingredients. Please bring in any 
natural objects such as shells, pebbles or herbs that we can use. If you happen to have any good quality 
utensils such as ladles, sieves, cake trays, chopping boards etc. that you no longer need we would love to 
have them.  

Donations 

We are also very grateful for donations of gluten-free flour, rice, cream of tartar, food colouring, shaving 
foam, baby oil, egg boxes, tissue boxes and junk modelling items too.   

Lost Property 

Keeping on top of lost property is always a big task. We try to help the children to be responsible for their 
clothing, especially during the lunchtime play in ‘the big playground’ and at after school clubs, but inevitably 
some coats and jumpers or book bags still go missing each week. We would appreciate it if you could label 
your child’s clothing wherever possible – and in return you will find that any mislaid items return to the 
classroom much more quickly! 
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Spring Term Important Dates 

Tuesday 18th January  1.15- 3.30 RRP Forest School (Foxes) 

Wednesday 19th January 1.15 – 3.30 RTB Forest School (Hedgehogs) 

Tuesday 25th  January 1.15 – 3.30 RRP Forest School (Rabbits) 

Wednesday 26nd January 1.15-3.30 RTB Forest School (Badgers) 

Tuesday 1st February 1.15 – 3.30 RRP Forest School (Foxes) 

Wednesday 2nd February 1.15 – 3.30 RTB Forest School (Hedgehogs) 

Friday 4th February 7.30pm Headteacher’s Quiz Night  

Thursday 10th February Reception break up for Half Term holiday 

Friday 11th February Early Years Staff First Aid Training 

(Reception and Nursery closed) 

 

 

With very best wishes,  

 

The Reception Team 


