
Highgate Primary  
Year 1 Writing Curriculum  

 Fiction 

Non-Fiction 

Poetry 
 

Autumn 1 

The World through our 

Senses 

Autumn 2  

Celebrations 

 

Spring 1  

Whatever the Weather 

 

Spring 2  

Toys 

 

Summer 1 

Amazing Architects 

 

Summer 2 

Flowers and Insects  

 

 

Instructions texts 

 Recipe for blackberry 

crumble  

 

Writing labels and 

captions  

 Create  labels/captions 

for classroom displays 

 

Short Patterned Texts 

 Short patterned texts 

based on ‘I Can 

See/Hear’ and stories 

based on ‘We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt’ 

 

 

 

Poems on a theme 

 Bonfire Night poems - 

calligrams and acrostic 

poems 

Inspired by ‘Firework 

Night’ Poem by Andrew 

Collett 

 

Instructions  

 Simple instructions for 

making Christmas 

decorations 

 

Stories from a range of 

cultures 

  familiar and patterned 

language 

 Patterned language 

narrative about a 

character visiting the 

baby based on ‘So Much’ 

by Trish Cooke 

 

 

Narrative stories from a 

range of cultures  

 predictable and 

patterned language  

 Oral retelling of Handa’s 

Surprise by Eileen Brown 

 Children’s own versions 

of Handa’s Surprise  

 

Narrative stories with 

familiar settings  

 Write own version of 

Maisy’s Wonderful 

Weather book  

 

Weather poems 

 Poems about weather 

 

 

Narrative stories with 

familiar settings 

 Description of finding 

their Winter Bear 

inspired by The Winter 

Bear by Ruth Craft 

 Create lost toy poster 

and story 

 Write short stories 

based on ‘While You 

Are Sleeping’ by Alexis 

Deacon 

 

Recounts of real events 

 Recount of visit to the 

Toy Museum 

 Recount of kite flying on 

Hampstead Heath 

 

Writing labels and 

captions 

 Labels for toys in the 

role play area 

 Labels of toys for 

children’s own imaginary 

Toy shops  

 Captions for pictures of 

toys from different ages 

to create a class timeline 

 

 

 

 

Narrative stories in 

fantasy settings  

 Adventure story with a 

fantasy setting (linked to 

‘The Minpins’ and Forest 

School) 

 

Fiction: Traditional Tales 

and Fairy Stories 

 Retelling of the Three 

Little Pigs 

 

 

 

Fantasy stories: Bog Baby 

 Narrative about finding 

and looking after a newly 

discovered creature 

 

Information Texts  

 Non-fiction book about 

bees 

 

Recount 

 Recount of visit to 

Butterfly World 

 

 

 

 


