


 love learning
  we want everyone to  enjoy  

learning and to  achieve their best.

 inclusive
  we want everyone who  uses our  

school to feel  involved and included.

 supportive
  we want everyone  involved with  

our school  to feel supported.

 green
  we want our school  to look and  

be a  greener place.

 healthy
  we want our school  to be a healthy  

place  for our minds and  our bodies.

Our curriculum
We think that the best way to achieve high standards is to provide teaching that captures 
children’s imaginations. The Highgate Primary Curriculum does that and more, with activities 
that enthuse and challenge every child.

Rather than having timetabled lessons for each subject, our curriculum is taught through 
topics that cover the national curriculum subjects in a relevant and engaging way. Our 
topics have been specially designed to reflect the interests of our children and make full 
use of the local area. This might include researching the lives of children in Highgate during 
the Second World War, or studying the hideouts of Dick Turpin for the topic ‘The Ghosts of 
Highgate Past’. 

We understand that children learn in different ways and in all sorts of environments, so we 
aim to be outside the classroom and outdoors as much as possible. It could be storytelling 
in the Peace Garden, tree climbing and bug hunting in Highgate Wood or a trip to the 
National Gallery. 
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William Dean  
Headteacher

Welcome to Highgate  
Primary School
Imagine the school you wish you’d been to as a child. Our aim  
is to make Highgate Primary that school.

We believe that children achieve their best when they are 
happy, well supported and inspired by a varied and engaging 
curriculum. Music, art and whole-school performances, 
philosophy, science and sport are all highly valued and give  
our children many opportunities to shine. At Highgate Primary  
we provide an education that genuinely excites our children  
and enables them to achieve standards of which we are 
extremely proud.   

We welcome parents into school and encourage them to get 
involved whenever they can: to help on school trips, read a story 
or offer their expertise to a class project. 

I am always happy to answer any questions parents may have 
about our school and look forward to getting to know you and 
your children in the future.
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A school that loves learning
All staff at Highgate Primary are committed to bringing the best 
out of every child. Teachers are genuinely excited about the 
topics and the classrooms are themed to reflect the learning that 
is taking place. At Highgate Primary it isn’t unusual to see a class 
transformed into a big top circus, a symposium from Ancient 
Greece or Highgate Cemetery. The projects that are brought in 
on a Monday morning are evidence that many of our children are 
so enthused that they choose to continue their learning at home. 

love
learning “When did  

school get  
to be this  
much fun?”
Parent

“Highgate Primary  
is a very open and  

inviting place”



“An extremely  
friendly school”

Our school brings together 
children from across the 
diverse communities living 
within this leafy part of 
North London. We believe 
this adds to the richness 
of the school experience 
and gives children at 
Highgate Primary a breadth 
of outlook that prepares 
them well for life beyond 
the school gates. An active 
Family Centre and our 
partnership with Blanche 
Nevile School for Deaf 
Children are integral parts 
of this inclusive philosophy.

inclusive
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“What appeals to us is the 
multi-cultural community, 
the obviously caring and 
nurturing environment, 
the inclusion with Blanche 
Nevile and the feeling 
that the school is always 
progressing, willing to 
change and move forward”
Parent

“An extremely  
friendly school”



“Highgate Primary  
has a lovely, kind  

atmosphere”
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“What has impressed 
me most is the very 
individual approach 
towards every 
single child”
Parentsuppor tive

We provide a nurturing environment for children and 
staff. Pupils at Highgate Primary are courteous, kind 
and friendly, and visitors to the school frequently 
comment on the happy atmosphere and positive 
relationships. Parental involvement in the school 
is encouraged by teachers and expected by the 
children. Classes benefit from a highly skilled team  
of teaching assistants, who support learning and 
provide valuable pastoral care.
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In Highgate we are 
surrounded by parks and 
green spaces. As part of a 
fully-rounded educational 
experience, children at 
the school regularly spend 
time within Highgate Wood 
and on Hampstead Heath. 
Children learn about the 
diversity of wildlife within 
the locality and we provide 
many opportunities for 
gardening, both within the 
school grounds and on our 
new allotment. Principles of 
sustainability and a respect 
for the environment are 
embedded in everything 
we do. 

“We are committed to 
this school, its aims 

and its values”

green

“We have many different 
green spaces; The Peace 
Garden which looks amazing, 
we have Highgate Wood so 
near to us and now we have 
our own allotment. I think it 
is great!”
Year 5 pupil 



“The teachers are  
dedicated and lively”
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healthy
All children at Highgate 
Primary are encouraged 
to take part in sport, both 
during and after school. Our 
PE curriculum incorporates 
athletics, games, gymnastics 
and dance, and allows 
children to experience 
competitive team sports. 
The school has many after-
school activities to help them 
further develop their skills 
and keep fit whilst having fun. 
All children are encouraged 
to walk, scooter or cycle 
to school. We also have a 
healthy-eating policy to teach 
children the importance of 
good fresh food. 

“As a teacher, one of the highlights of my job 
is taking a group of boys and girls to Highgate 
Wood, with packed lunches, to play football 
and cricket. Learning to play together in a team 
teaches children so much. We believe in giving 
every single child the opportunity to enjoy sport 
and exercise but also giving those who excel at 
sport the chance to really shine and represent 
the school competitively.”
Teacher
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Our 0-11 vision
We believe passionately in 
the role of our school in the 
community. The Family Centre, 
just across the playground 
from the main school building, 
is for all local families with pre-
school children. Families can 
see midwives, health visitors 
and breastfeeding counsellors, 
come to playgroups for 
storytelling, music and messy 
play and attend family learning 
courses. We aim to make 
the transition into nursery or 
reception as happy and easy 
as possible by getting to know 
our children and parents before 
they start school.

“This place is wonderful. It 
makes parents and children 
so happy - there is no 
better place for children  
to learn to socialise before 
they start school!”
Parent

Before and after-school activities
We understand the needs of our families so we offer 
activities that extend beyond the traditional school day. 
We have a breakfast club from 8 o’clock in the morning 
and a unique collection of after-school activities where 
the children can develop their talents and make new 
friends. The clubs include School of Rock, art & craft, 
newspaper club, Spanish, cross country and cricket. 

“We really couldn’t  
be happier with  

the school”

community
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