
 

 

 

 
Headteacher’s Newsletter 
October 2014 
 

Dear parents, 
 
With all the wonderful weather, it is hard to believe we are 
racing through the Autumn Term. The children have been busy 
in both the classroom and out and about, with lessons in the 
woods, time on the allotment, trips and plenty of sporting 
events. The October Newsletter brings us up-to-date before 
Autumn starts for real and we turn our attention to Harvest, 
Halloween and Fireworks! 
 

The Ragged Museum 

 
Year 5 had a great time visiting Dr Banardo's Ragged School in 
Mile End. The children had the opportunity to experience 
Victorian school life through their own eyes, with the children 
dressed up in Victorian costume and into character for the 
experience. They were taught in a Victorian classroom, set up 
as it would have looked in the 1870s. A very strict teacher (like 
Dan but scarier) put the children through their paces with the 
3Rs. Our children of course excelled with cursive handwriting, 
allowing many to escape punishment.  
 

 
Needless to say, children with dirty fingernails were 
reprimanded and those with straight backs were duly rewarded. 
One of the highlights was experiencing a Victorian home as it 
would have looked in the year 1900. A historian explained the 
bath time routine for a typical family, surprising some of our 

children clearly unused to carbolic soap, sharing bath water 
with the entire family, or bathing in a living room whilst family 
members completed house hold chores. 
 

Bhaktivedante Manor  

This term the children in Year 3 have been thinking about how 
different religions are practised by groups of people all around 
the world. This week they visited The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness at Bhaksivedante Manor, a rural retreat 
which offers refuge to people from all walks of life. 
Transported by bullock-drawn carts, the children were given a 
guided tour of the farm, grounds and gardens. They listened 
to and acted out the myth of Vishnu, Brahma and Hanuman the 
monkey. The children were delighted to dress up in beautiful 
traditional Indian clothing and enjoyed a delicious lunch 
together, prepared and served by members of the Manor 
community. This was a fascinating experience for our children 
and provided a rich contrast to life in N6. 
 

Our World Through Our Senses 

 
In the new topic 'Our World through our Senses', Year 1 have 
been exploring the senses of smell, sight, hearing, touch and 
taste. Last week, they enjoyed a fascinating afternoon with 
Susan and her trusted guide dog, Omega. Susan answered all of 
the children's thoughtful questions about being blind and 
explained how Omega helps her to be independent. Susan also 
brought in her Braille machine and showed the children how to 
write their names in Braille. Next the children will be focusing 
on their sense of taste, cooking and eating Allotment Apple and 
Blackberry Crumble. We'll let you know if there are any 
leftovers! 
 



 

 

The Baba Yaga 

 
After hearing one of the versions of the story of Baba Yaga, a 
bony-legged witch from a dark forest near the River Volga 
popped in to school last week. With security on high alert to 
ensure no children were eaten, Baba Yaga has certainly been 
one of our more unusual visitors this year. The children drew 
some amazing pictures of Baba Yaga's house based on her 
wonderful descriptions.  
  

Year 4 Assemblies 

 
Class 4EH took to the stage for the first class assembly of the 
year and entertained children, teachers and parents with their 
account of the lives of Henry VIII and his six wives. 4RB 
followed this up last week with the next instalment of this 
fascinating period of English history, as Sir Frances Drake and 
his motley crew of pirates fought off the threat of Spanish 
invasion. These were hugely entertaining assemblies in which 
the children did themselves proud. Thanks to our Year 4 staff 
for directing such ambitious assemblies so early in the year and 
to our parents for the brilliant costumes and props (with special 
mention to Alessandra for Drake’s wonderful set of cannons). 

 
School Council 
The School Council has begun again for another year with two 
children elected from each class meeting with me every 
fortnight to discuss the important issues affecting our school. 
Last week plans for the new playground were shared with the 
School Council, which our councillors will present to their 
classes. Next on the agenda is school meals.  

 
Green Council 
I am delighted to announce that this year a school ‘Green 
Council’ has been established, with ‘Green Champions’ chosen 
representing each class. The council, led by Ollie, had a very 
successful first meeting last week as children discussed the issue 
of climate change and what we can do as a school to lower our 

energy use and carbon footprint. Green Councilors will also act 
as eco-monitors, carrying out a range of duties such as 
encouraging recycling and ensuring lights and white boards are 
switched off when not in use. 

 
Mandarin 

 
Mandarin lessons have started well with children in the junior 
classes starting their second year of learning this fascinating 
language. For the last couple of weeks Rhoda has been 
supported by Juan, a teacher from China, who was amazed at 
the progress our pupils have made.  
 
As well as language learning, this term the children have 
celebrated the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival by making moon 
cakes using the recipe given out during Mandarin lessons. As 
you can see, this tradition was very popular in the Victorian era. 
 

Kaos Signing Choir 

 
Ali is once again leading the Kaos singing and signing choir at 
Highgate Primary School, providing a fantastic way for our 
hearing and deaf communities to come together. Last year 
there were many incredible highlights including performces at 
the O2, Royal Festival Hall and Royal Albert Hall. All children 
are welcome to join in the fun on Thursday lunchtimes in the 
Hall and no audition is necessary, so please come along and give 
it a go. It is a truly uplifting and special experience.  
 

Library 
After our Book Amnesty and drive to have all books returned 
to the children's library, I am delighted to report that our 



 

library records are now up-to-date. Children are now able to 
borrow one book at a time, which they may keep for up to a 
month, after which a reminder letter will come home. Please 
keep your library book in a safe place and remember to use a 
bookmark!  
 

 
 
Children are invited to come and dive into the wonderful world 
of poetry as the school celebrates National Poetry Day in the 
Library on Thursday 2nd October. There's a huge selection of 
poetry to borrow and displays of poems new and old. 
 
For ‘How To Train Your Dragon’ fans, we now have all of 
Cressida Cowell's books in stock, just in time for Dragonese 
Day. Our well-supported Scholastic Book Fairs have funded the 
purchase of recent prize-winning books ‘Rooftoppers’ and 
‘Whale Boy’. 
 
For developing readers, a donation by the PSA has enabled us 
to expand our collections of ‘Beast Quest’ and ‘Agatha Parrot’ 
books and to buy some very funny ‘Daisy’ books by Kes Gray. 
Coming to the Library this autumn are the Percy Jackson books, 
the wonderful Michelle Paver's new series, ‘Gods and 
Warriors,’ ‘Awful Auntie’ by David Walliams and also the 
‘Minecraft’ instruction manuals.  
  
Finally, the Library holds a selection of comics and magazines 
and has a comfy sofa to sit and enjoy them on. Thanks to 
Joanna, Fay and Karen for all their hard work in making our 
library such a rich resource. 
 

Cross Country 

 
The school’s cross country team came away with great credit at 
Haringey's most recent meet for runners in Years 5 and 6. On a 
very tough course, Highgate Primary delivered our best results 
ever with the boys ending up in 4th place and the girls 6th overall 
out of more than 20 schools. Star runner was Monte, who 
claimed 2nd place in the Year 6 race, and ex pupil Phoebe, who 

won her race by a very large margin in the secondary school 
category. Phoebe was an original member of our Cross 
Country Club and her dedication is clearly paying off. Thank 
you to Dan, Becca and the team of parents who help out each 
week. 
 

Football news from Rob 

 
 

Last Friday, the girls' and boys' football teams played in their 
first tournament of the year. With over thirty schools present, 
both teams were handed tough draws against schools who we 
have traditionally struggled against. The girls took no notice of 
history and breezed through their group, finishing top with 
three wins and two draws. Roumy and Araya provided the 
goals, whilst Roxy, Jenae, Georgie, Elisa, Clemency and 
goalkeeper Scilla, provided the defence and hard working 
midfield which conceded no goals.  
 
The boys also performed brilliantly, finishing second in their 
group, after winning three games, losing two and drawing one. 
Hakeem scored the goals for the team, whilst Daniel, Lucas, 
Oumi, Taulant, Kanye and William completed the hard working 
team. Both teams progressed through their group, however 
luck was not on our side, as the boys went out to a last minute 
deflected goal and the girls continued the English tradition of 
going out on penalty kicks.  
 
Everyone can be hugely proud of how well they did and it’s a 
great start to what is hopefully a very successful year of sport 

 
Family Centre 
 

 
 
Our Family Centre has been given the honour of being the first 
ever ‘Play Champion’ awarded by the charity National 
Children’s Day UK. These are awarded to settings around the 
country that provide rich opportunities for children to find 



 

space and time for play of all kinds: creative, exploratory, 
imaginative, and rough and tumble. This is fantastic news for the 
Family Centre and recognition of the wonderful play sessions 
and activities they provide for the under 5’s in our community.  
 
Please do take a look at the wonderful testimonial on the NCD 

website: 

http://www.nationalchildrensdayuk.com/ncduk2015-play-
champions.html  

 
Harvest Festival 
Our Harvest Festival on Wednesday 15th October is a time to 
reflect on the food we have and an opportunity to help others 
in our wider community. At Highgate Primary this is a big 
celebration and our children are busy learning songs in 
preparation. Once again the PSA is co-ordinating the 
school's harvest display, creating an impressive field of produce 
across the Hall Stage before re-distributing our donations to 
local residents and the Muswell Hill Drop-in Centre for 
homeless people. 
 
We invite all pupils to bring in their contribution from Monday 
13th October. This could be in the form of non-
perishable items like pasta, rice, tins of soup, sauces, vegetables, 
pulses, jams, tea, coffee or biscuits. Perishable items such as 
fresh fruit and vegetables that will last such as potatoes, carrots 
are also very welcome but please bring these the day before the 
assembly. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help with arranging the harvest 
display after school on Tuesday 14th October and also directly 
after the assembly to distribute the produce. If you can help, 
please email the PSA at highgateprimaryevents@gmail.com . 

 
Meeting for New Parents 
All parents whose children have started at Highgate Primary 
School this year are invited to a welcome meeting, which will be 
held in the Family Centre at 9.00 am on Friday 17th October. 
This will provide an opportunity to hear about how we work in 
partnership with parents and how to get involved in the life of 
the school. It will also be an opportunity to meet other parents 
new to the school over a cup of coffee.  
 

Mary Poppins 

 
It’s been a closely guarded secret, but I am now in a position to 
reveal that the Christmas show this year will be a performance 
of ‘Mary Poppins’.  Be prepared to have your ears filled with 
‘Let’s Go Fly a Kite’, ‘Chim Chim Cher-ee’ and, of course, 

‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’! 

 
Fireworks Night 
The school’s Fireworks Night, run solely by parent and staff 
volunteers, is booked for the evening of Saturday 8th 
November at North London Cricket Club, with tickets going 
on sale shortly. To help the event run smoothly the PSA need 
plenty of help to steward, serve on the BBQ, sell glowsticks, 
sweets and hot drinks, set up on the day and clear up the 
morning after. Please let your class rep know how you can help.  
 

PSA Friday Meetings  
Parents are always welcome to the PSA weekly meetings which 
take place in the Family Centre every Friday from 9.00 am. 
Young children are welcome and refreshments are provided. 
We hope to see you soon.  

 
Coming Up this term 
Important dates for the Autumn Term are as follows: 
 
Harvest Assembly  
 

Wednesday 15th October  
10.00 am 

Meeting for New 
parents 

Friday 17th October 
9.00 am 

Year 6 Pendarren 
Week 

w/c 20th October 

5DN Class Assembly Friday 24th October 
9.30 am 

Half Term Week 
 

w/c Monday 27th October 

Fireworks 
 

Saturday 8th November  
7.30 pm 

Parent Consultations 
(Year 1 to Year 6) 

Wed 26th November 4.00 - 6.00 pm 
Thur 27th November 6.00 - 8.00 pm 

Staff Training Day 
(School Closed) 

Friday 28th November  

Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 6th December 
1.00 pm– 4.00 pm 

Christmas 
Performances 

Tuesday 16th December 10.00 am 
Wednesday 17th December 2.00 pm 

Nursery and Reception 
Nativity 

Thursday 18th December  
9.30 am  

Term Ends 
 

Friday 19th December 

 
 
With best wishes 
 

William 
 
William Dean 
Headteacher  
 
 

 


