
 

 

 
 

Headteacher’s Newsletter 
March 2021 

 

Dear parents, 

 

What a remarkable term it’s been! From incredible home learning 

to a very happy return to school, everyone has risen to the 

challenges and we are proud of our children, staff and families. As 

you will see from this newsletter, being back at school is lots of 

fun.  

 

Heath Robinson Day 

 
As part of British Science Week, in the first week back everyone 

at Highgate Primary took part in a special day of science, design 

and innovation. Inspired by the video 'This Too Shall Pass', the 

children were challenged to design a Heath Robinson machine 

created from toys and junk modelling materials.   



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qybUFnY7Y8w  

 

Heath Robinson, a resident of Highgate, was an artist and 

illustrator who designed overcomplicated and ingenious 

contraptions to perform simple tasks.  The fun part is to 

make it as complex and bonkers as possible, using as many 

different types of simple machines as possible, such as levers, 

screws, planes and pulleys. Everyone from nursery to Year 6 had a 

fantastic time being crazily inventive.   

 

Highgate Primary’s Funniest Joke 

In support of Comic Relief, we set the challenge to find Highgate 

Primary’s funniest joke. Every child was encouraged to test their 

jokes out at home before trying out their best joke on the class. 

The funniest jokes were made into a short film which was shared 

with the school on Red Nose Day. Unfortunately the technology 

used to measure the volume of laughter proved unreliable, so we’ll 

never know which joke was indeed the funniest - however we did 

manage to raise about £468.20 for Comic Relief. You can watch 

the video here: 

https://vimeo.com/527334888 

 

Rainbow Day 
For obvious reasons, this year we weren’t able celebrate 

Rainbow Day in the traditional way, with an army of parent 

volunteers counting the colours. Instead Rainbow Day was 

celebrated simply as an opportunity for children (and adults) 

to come to school dressed in our most colourful outfits. I 

was particularly excited to have the opportunity to once 

again wear my rainbow suit. On the day we enjoyed a 

celebration of colour, a special assembly and the brilliant 

book ‘A Million Chameleons’ by James Young. Thank you to 

everyone who dressed up and made a donation to the PSA. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qybUFnY7Y8w
https://vimeo.com/527334888


 

World Book Day  

To celebrate World Book Day 2021, children from Nursery to 

Year 6 created their very own ‘Book in a Box’ demonstrating not 

only their love of books but also their incredible imaginations. 

Adding to the celebrations, and not to miss out on an opportunity 

to dress up, the children were invited to come to school on their 

first day back as their favourite book characters. 

 
 
Reading Adventure 
And also on world Book Day, we launched the school’s new 

reading scheme for children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 – ‘Reading 

Adventure’. The initiative is essentially a collection of fantastic, 

high quality texts for each class, with children encouraged to read 

as many of the titles as possible. Children plan their individual 

reading adventure, achieving badges and key rings as they progress 

on their journey. The children’s response to Reading Adventure 

has been incredible! 

 



 

 
 

Sport 
Seeing children playing sport with one another once again has 

been a joy. Years 3 to 6 have had the opportunity to join an after-

school PE club for which the take up and enthusiasm during the 

sessions has been phenomenal.  

 

The school has also introduced ‘Moki Bands’ to Year 4 and Year 6, 

small devices that record how physically activity each child has 

been across the school day. In just two weeks, the two year 

groups taking part have recorded over 6 million steps. Years 3 and 

5, the watches are coming to you after half term. 

 

We've also just received a calendar of sports competitions with 

the aim to restart inter-school competitive competitions from late 

May. It promises to be a sport-packed end to the academic year! 

 

Nursery  

 
It’s been wonderful to welcome our January cohort into the 

Nursery Class this term, watch them settle in so well and see 

new friendships begin to blossom. Over the last few weeks 

children have been looking for signs of spring and enjoying playing 

outside in the sunshine. 

 

 



 

Reception 

 
Having enjoyed Eric Carle’s classic book ‘Dear Zoo’, the children 

in reception were inspired to write to London Zoo to ask if they 

could send a pet for the classes to look after. The children were 

delighted when a big brown box arrived in the classroom, 

containing five large eggs. The children worked out that it couldn’t 

be an elephant (too big), a camel (too grumpy) or a giraffe (too 

tall), but it was likely to be either a reptile or a bird of some 

description. After a few days under warm lights, the eggs finally 

hatched and out popped five rather fantastic ducklings. Whoever 

knew that ducklings could grow so fast? In just a few days they 

were running around, peeping, eating everything and swimming in 

the water tray. Thank you London Zoo for such a brilliant 

surprise! 

 

Year 1 

The children in Year 1 returned to school with huge enthusiasm, 

relishing the chance to learn and play together again, inside and 

out.  And what better way to start than a topic about Toys?  It has 

provided wonderful opportunities for talk and learning across the 

curriculum.  In Maths, the children have used the language of 

position and direction to complete toy treasure hunts, while the 

class toy shop has given the classes plenty of practice using money.  



 

The children have been reading and re-enacting some magical 

books about what toys get up to when there’s nobody around, 

inspiring the children to write their own imaginative toy 

stories.  After the excitement of the whole-school Heath 

Robinson Day, the children further developed their design 

technology skills by exploring how to make moving pictures of 

toys using sliders and pivots.  They loved the opportunity to 

express their feelings about returning to school through a 

Wellbeing Workshop and they’ve even experienced Forest School 

in the sun!  
 

Year 2 

 
It’s been a very exciting few weeks for the children in Year 2, 

arriving back at school to find their classroom transformed into 

the big top of the circus. After several weeks practising their skills, 

last week the Year 2 Circus performed to a very appreciative 

audience of children from Reception and Year 1. The skills on 

show were hugely impressive including death defying tightrope 

walking, incredible feats of juggling and impressive strength from 

the strong-man (boy/girl). The clowns were as funny as ever and 

the song at the end brought down the house. Congratulations to 

Emily and David for a wonderful show. 

 

Year 3 

 
As their topic about exploration of the South Pole draws to a 

close, the Year 3 children are now familiar with many tales of 

heartbreak and bravery from Shackleton, Amundson and Scott’s 

adventures in the Antarctic. The children have loved discovering 

more about the modern day study of this beautiful part of the 

world and a new breed of heroes such as Ann Bancroft and the 



 

crew of the RSS Sir David Attenborough. They thoroughly enjoyed 

making hard tack and dipping it in warm cocoa to recreate the 

meal of a polar adventurer. Thankfully Nick and Lorraine didn’t 

add the live maggots in the end! 

 

Year 4 

 
Over the last three weeks, Year 4 have been exploring how birds 

are adapted for flight. They have looked closely at feathers, 

experimented with air resistance, discovered that birds evolved 

from dinosaurs, written scientific explanation posters and painted 

beautiful flying birds in the style of the artist Mark Hearld.  If only 

we could fly too!  

 

Year 5 

 
Following a trip up the hill to Highgate Village to sketch and design 

their favourite local shops, our Year 5 children built a shop front 

representing their chosen shop. Not only has everyone enjoyed 

the creative process of this topic, it has also been fascinating to 

learn about the history of Highgate and how it has changed over 

time.  

 

  



 

Year 6  

 
This half term, Year 6 have thrown themselves into their Reading 

Adventure. We were incredibly impressed by how many of the 

books on the list the children had already read in their own 

time.  During daily independent reading lessons each morning, the 

children have proven to be an outstanding group of readers.  It is 

wonderful to see them immersed in books such as 'The Hobbit' by 

JRR Tolkien, 'Stormbreaker' by Anthony Horowitz and 'Holes' by 

Louis Sachar.  Many of the children have already earned Reading 

Adventure badges for their efforts and it won't be long before one 

or two of them reach the dizzy heights of earning a custom-

designed Reading Adventure key fob. Our Reading Adventure 

really has created a buzz around reading for pleasure - long may it 

continue! 

 

Easter Raffle 
Thank you so much to the wonderful PSA who organised the 

Easter Raffle and to everyone who took part – you raised £1500 

for the school. 

 
Thank You 
A big thank you to everyone who has supported us this term and 

to everyone who made a donation towards the bike sheds, forest 

school suits and recycling bins. We are incredibly grateful and look 

forward to sharing photos of the new bike sheds and bins soon. 

https://www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk/support-us 

 

Important Dates 
 

Monday 19th April Summer term begins 

 

w/c Monday 31st May  Half Term Week 

 

Monday 21st June  

 

Inset Day – school closed 

Saturday 3rd July 

 

Summer Fair 

Thursday 22nd July Last day of term 

1.30 pm collection 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk/support-us


 

I hope you all have a restful and joyful Easter break and we look 

forward to seeing you for the Summer Term.  

 

With best wishes 

 

William 
William Dean 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Facebook 

 
@HighgatePrimarySchoolLondon 

Twitter 

 
@HighgatePri 

 

 


